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Foreword¢ Gerry Stenson

Ten years ago Blackhall Gaels was riding on the crest afe wOn the field of play thdu® had just

been crowned Meath Senior Football Champions and Intermediate Lelug@spions. Buoyed by

this and by his innate enthusiasm for all things literary, cultural, traditional, and GwAaté

Michael Lillis who was Chairman of thatCat the time, sarted knocking at the doors ofub

members. He wanted to capture foogterity the spirit of a youngl@b which was only 8 years in

existencecl ALIANRG KS NBFSNNBR (G2 a G¢KS {ghiicHh G 27F 0
by members of the club, which captured the essence of Blackhall Gaels, followed.

Ten years on the same amount of silverware may not be arriving as consistently as éeimeaid the
first decade of the [Obs existence. Nevertheleghat indefinable spirit which might have flagged a
little at times, but was never lost, is experiencagejuvenation.

Despite the loss of many players to the ravages of emigratioitiizwill field teams in the
camoge, football and hurling seniom@mpionships in 2014. Our ladies footballeraintained their
Intermediate Gampionship status despiteserious unavailability of players during the past two
seasons. Due to the lack of numbers of young families in the parish wehmalgamated with
neighbouring @bs to ensure games for our players of the future. In a throw back to 20 years ago
we joired up with Moynalvey in football in 2012. This time the coming together catersérhoys
up to and including minor The teanplays under the name Jenkinstown Gaels or officially Gaeil
Baile Shenicin. h€ ul6 team won the 2013 Div 2dgue and we hopthey will drive on from there.
Our underage hurlers of all ages have beelyiplg under the name Blackhdllfumree since last
year. There was instant eireld success with the minors and2ls lifting their respective B
Championships in 2012.ong may tfs continue.

What better time thento explore the spirit that is ours, its roots and how it has been nurtured in
the past decade. Between the covers of this current edition of Spirit of the Glslielk |1- we have
compiled a variety of articles whichiqve the spirit is still there. lfapped intq it will hopefully
spawn moretales of heroism in the decade to come.

Thanks to all the authors who gave so much of their spare time to recount what you will read, proof
readers and editors. Thanks alsathose supplying personal photos, Beclan Lynch of the Lynn
Group ando the publishing@mpany [ a0 o6dzi y2d € SFad | &ALISOAI
OF LI Affé€x gAUK2dzG 6K2aS 0a2fdziS RSRAOFGAZ2Y G2
[A@S t2y3ISNI adAftt G¢KS {LANRG 2F (GKS DI Sfat¢



Micheal O Laighléis (19482006)
Friend, neighbour, poet and fior gael

Chairman Blackhatbaels 2001¢ 2004)

On Sunday 16July2006, Blackhall Gaels lost one of its finest members with the untimely death of
Micheal O Laighléis. Micheal O Laighléis came to live in Kilcloon parish in 1991. Within a few years he
had become a popular member of the community and made his contribiriomary different ways.

He was @Gairman of Blackhall Gaels from 2001 to 2004 and presided over the most successful period
in its history. This included the winning of the Keegan Cup in 2003 and the building of the new
dressing rooms in Batterstown followed byetbuilding in Kilcloon.

As well as being a natural leader with great ability to bring the best of those around him, Micheal
was also a great writer. After the winning of the Keegan Cup he was the dovasgofehind the
publication of¥he Spirit of the&5ael§which captured the mood of the club and its members at the
time. He had a wonderful skill of writing poems to commemorate victories by Blackhall Gaels teams
and he regaled the parish with his rendition of these poems.

On the occasion of his ddgtthe Club published a book in his memory in which many of the poems

were reprinted. Theravere contributions from SeaKelly now MEP and paBtesident of the GAA,

FrHarry Bohai KS ¢Sttt 1y26y /fFNB LINKARSad | yRrst 2y3 GAYS
Below we reproduce extracts from some of these arsicle

GLG Aa ySOSNI SFHae (2 FAYR g2NRa& (G2 RSaONROGS |
There is no need to go on except to say that Michael was one of the most rounded people |

ever met. He epitomised everything that was wholesome in a human being. There was no

doubt in any Feakle (my native place) per@amind that he was one of the greatest, if not

GKS 3INBFriGSad O2YYdzyAide fSFRSNI S@SNying O2YS (i
GLOQa GKS FS6 6K2 YI1S dKAy3aa KIFLIWISYys:T GKS YI
YI22NR (& ooK26 KR 20yO80 K| yLALISLAIgheid wad one af theXehS His |
contribution to the community of Feakle and especially to the GAA Club wasyindnte @ ¢

Fr Harry Bohan

LG o1& F LX SIF&adz2NE F2NJ YS (G2 KIFE@S 1y2é6y (GKS
To say that he gave his life to the GAA is not an exaggar&ut what a life and what dub

he helped to build upHis enthusiasm was infeous and his pride in Blackhall palpable. |

will never forget thegreat night we celebrated your Countha&@npionship win and the

electric atmosphere that was in the halt.was a great night and Michael was an exemplary
K2aidoe

Sean (Ceallaigh

G ¢ 2 ldeAn@s)a celebration and he lived it to the fullest. He celebrated it with infectious
enthusiasmW{ Ol 2 Af I YI OK | ywaoh®s inanka&inNhé eeceft astbhisS G A 0 N
was exemplified when a friend after spendimgveekend with himwas aske X QK2 g A &

Mick?2Q X ® { K SwelNdb4aih én Sénbay makhingsel & RIFyOAy 3 (2 KA& 2

Mick always placed great importance on marking occasitwest sporting, be it cultural, or

be it personal achievementlis ability to add to the special occasion with an instantly
O2YLIR2aSR az2y3 2N LIRSY ¢l a INBIGfE Syez2eSR Iyl
Josh Lowry, Graveside Oration



Gal NJ / KIFGKF2ANI SiOKagus enpiige/niad adndrkuiniiegnhainy /

Polit A 0&a Aa (KS IMkkhedl 8ffen qlickes but a8 BraHardy BlR&IF pointed out
Michealhad the ability to make the impossible possibluig sé thar aornud eile an

GFroKFOKG | o0KIFAY S . REFukkbiarNil 6 MadsteyBrawd@n2 Y Y dzy A (
Chlub n6é don Community Centre go Golf Cladsay Micheal an bhéim go raibh na daoine

céanna ag obair ar son na tionscnimh agus in ba chéir duinn uilig tacaiocht iomlan a
GKFOKIANII RsAO0OK®E

John Keane, Graveside Oration

G L NBYSYOSNI aAGdAy3a Ay F avYltt NR2Y Ay t 2NI
Disciplinary Bard. Nicky Brennan (now president the GAA) was Chairman of theu@cil

and along with the Meath County Board delegates wanted to put an entb the

embarrassing situation by banmgmot only myself but also thdub for up to a year.

| was extremely nervous and also very disappointed that no one could realise my innocence.
| did not know what to expect from the meeting but my worries weraiafbunded.

Michael took on every question and argument raiseith gusto. He showed a depth of
knowledge, fair play and decency that was to be admired by alttendance. He showed

the @mmittee in no uncertain terms that respect was not being shand that fair play

had to win the day.He never once flinched in the face of some extremely tough questioning
and interrogation. In the end both the Db and | got off our suspension and it was all down

to one man.| met Nicky Brennan about six montafter and he joked with méhat if it was

y2i FT2N aAOKF St WU owedhitds&muzhiHis brdvery @nfideyicen® K A y & Q
knowledge shone through that night in Laois and for me sitting to his left like a nervous
schoolboy, myespect and anhiration grew tenfold.

Michael and | left that meeting and we promised each other that we would use the whole
episode as motivational tool for the future. We talked of putting it right on the pitch and
unfortunately we did not achieve that in 2002 but i not have long to wait. In 2003 we
lifted the KeegarQup and won the Meath Senior Championship Final from a position of no
hope at half time.l remember hearing the final whistle and collapsing to my knees in
exhaustion.Next thing | was being lifted my feet by MichaelHe had tears in his eyes and
a smile that | will always remembeHe hugged me and | embraced him like a true friend.
He knew what | had gone through in 2002 and we both had succeeded in proving a lot of
people wrong that dayWe went back to Batterstown and after one of his infamous songs
he regaled me for most of the evening with stories of triumphs from Munster ragby.
Anthony Moyles

0As we crossed the River Feale into Kerrf, ®IK St f Bieidzfibbdh JSKRTyma is the
greatestgiftth & D2 R OF y 0 Saduetst 12 & yoA (LISNERy BB 2dz SOS
replied. However, deep down | could not disagree with him.

9gSyltdzrffe& o6Hon YAESA fIFGSND (GKS o6dza LlzZ f SR «
host (an poar buile himself) came out to welcome the Blackhall contingent thighancient

/ St GAO 3INBSGAY IMienhdal tehihant the IrishNanghiag€ was $oinedhing

very special and precious responded in Gadllitese two proud sons of Cuchulainn ted

in animated fashiopas Gaeilggfor some time Paidi then ushered the company into his own

OAlGlI RSt 6KSNB 6S 6SNBE GNBIFGSR G2 F ¢gK2ftSaz2ys

After closing time our bus wound its way around Slea Head en route tchalets in DUn
Chaoin. It was a bittely cold night. The automatic timer on the heating system in the



chalets mysteriously failed to report for dutyrctic conditions reigned Over breakfast, it

was reported how grown men had slept in their topcoatstfieir beds) in a desperate

attSYLIi G2 aidl @S JasthFweKiBatakdhd SRBEABE® WG | € 26SNI
j dzZA LILISR a A OKSt f ¢

Niall Brosnan on a Blackhall Gaé¢isNA LJ G2 LJ | & odnamentKkS t F ARA | Q{ S

The Spirit of the GaelsAir: Bould Tiady Quill

Chorus
C2NJ ftAFOAY3 YR aGNATAY3I YR R2dzf Ay
For points or goal scoring our boys never fail
C2NJ aK2dzf RSNJ (i2 aK2dzZ RSNJ 22dz2Qff FAYR
Than our own darling hurlers the Pride of the Gaels

Ten years have now passsitice the great Club was formed
2 AGK @GAraArzy (2 3JdzARS dza 9SQR KAadz2Ne
In football and hurling the success wheels were turning

The Spirit of the Gaels became our battle cry.

We welcomed all comers all mammies and daddies

All children young men andyng women as well

And on our tenth birthday our hurlers made history

YR AtGa 2F GKSANI ANBIG SELX 2A0a& LQY VY3

aAOKStE jQ[FAIKESNAG K2t Ra GKS YSS3ty [ dzld |



¢ KS 9YAINI Y icMark Mual® LISOG A O S

Life inOz

Most young people leaving Ireland for Australia in recent times, usually come in search of work and

sun. While work has been pretty plentiful over here lately, | would like to dispel the myth that it

never rains in Australial We have just had the wettesptember in 40 years with 130mm falling

AAYyOS 1 dZ3dza G ® { dzY YIgemdughd@i dourse Hhis @ill ineRibiyde fijlldefeddin)

January with cursing of the hotweathet. i Q& G KS &1 FS G2 &l & GKFG LNRAF
weatherA 8y QG O2y FAYSR (2 GKS AaflryR 2F LNBftlFYRH

| was very lucky to find employment almost immediately when | arrived in Perth in October 2010,

but not everyone is this fortunate. There is a common misconception at home that work is easy to
comebyinAustralig. KAt S A0Qa FFIANI G2 alreée G(GKIFIG NBOSaaiazy y
as simple as stepping off a plane and straight into your dream job.

2 AG0K GKS a02NBa 2F LNRAAK GNIX@SttAy3a (2 tSNIKIZ WN
major industry. Promises of work, cars and accommodation are all made to potential recruits in

order to get them to sign on the dotted line. Competition is fierce in this regard and it is not

uncommon for a player to be in contact with more than one @uol to sign for whoever gets him

working first. Thankfully, | only had to offer Donnacha Tobin a couch to sleep on for a few weeks in

orderto get him to line out for my IGb, Morley Gaelsthis year!

Luckily for many Irish abroad, most major cities ambtime world have welestablished gaelic

football and hurling competitions. Perth has really developed in this regard since | arrivads3 ye

ago. Gone are the days whgou might go for a few pints the night before a game knowing you will

probably bump ito the man you are markingn the pub!! Now it is all about hydrating as best as

possible to cope with the blistering heat and the@unty minor or 21 you have to chase around

the pitch the following day. Once football is finished for the day, attenturns to where to watch

the big championship games back home that evening. Depending on the mood, a trip can be made

G2 GKS {LER2NIa .IN Fd (KS ,c¢héedny ghzheigcsuhtddorinked ivith 6 S  F o
the odd confusedooking Aus§ = S&ALISOAFff& AT Kdz2NYF Ay3a Aa o0SAy3a a
than the couch thoughK I @Ay 3 &dzo aONAOSR G2 {SidlFydl {LR2NIA GK
a2YS /I RodzNEQa OKZO2GzLIISA SARKI REY S NXzy 2dzi @

This year saw thBritish & Irish Lions tour Australia for the first time in 12 years. Having watched

these tours growing up, | knew this was an opportunity not to be missed. While the first game was

played in Hong Kong, their first rout on Australian soil was againsiet Western Force here in

Perth. After finally convincing Michael Mullally to make the trip for the final two test matches, |

F2dzyR 2dzi t I RR&8 hQ. NASY gl a 3IF2Ay3 (2 o06S fAGSNI T
barely off the plane in Perth befe being mistaken for his double, Ireland and Lion&dl§ Jonny

Sexton! Following a disappointingTest in Melbourne, we made the trip to Sydney for the decider.

There we met Paddy and also Michael Whelan who has been based in Sydney for thegksbto

@8SIFNE® [dzO1Af&@ GKS [A2ya aSOdz2NBR | FlLY2dza QAO02N
¢C2dz2NR Ay O2YLIye 2F Ylye F2NYSNILNARAK NHzZZo& 3INBE

Trip Home for Football 2013

On January®2013, Imet VinnyNeli 2 NJ Ay DNBSy SQa wwasliomaodmy G Ay al
annual Christmas visit. The main topic of conversation was a possible return in April to play in the

two Meath SFC rounds that are udydixed around this time. Whil$twas delighted to encounte

his enthusiasm at the idea, there was a certain reluctance due to the fact that | was potentially going

to rob a fellow Gael of his championship jersey. He asked me to attend the meeting with the players

that night. Even having played in many finals dbheryears with the Gaels, | have never felt as



nervous as | did walking in to Batterstown clubrooms that night. Looking around it was clear the

scenery was still the same. Successful team photos on the walls, cup of tea and a biscuit, and the
usualsuspetd ONJ O1 Ay3a 221SaY WD22R YIy adzZ flFffe&z &SNX
distinct lack of a tan. It was good to be back!

PLINAE O2dzf RSP R dAKY @ YIDEA Q] NBGdz2NYy SR (G2 t SNIK® ! y@
I was in the gym. Coming back from a cruciate tear last year, | knew | had to do over and above the
Y2NX¥o 2KSy GKS FAEGAINBA F2NJ ! LINAE bet&rNWBlfel vy 2 dzy OSF
Tones were first up in Pairc Tailteann followed by a tussle with Na Fianna in Sumriénfistthe

experience of playing senior championship football for the first time since 2010 was very satisfying,

the Tones result proved to be a majtisappointmentg A G K G KSANI (62 W2 LILJ2 NI dzy A
decisive.¢ KA & YSFtyd t2aAy3 F3FLAyad bl CAFLyyl 2dzaid o 3
occasion! Despite the start we had and losihgRK3 . NR ayl y pRithEthe GlelfdB Kt 8 = ¢
was in full flow as we dug in and ground out a terrific win. The feeling at the final whistle made the

entire trip worthwhile. The joy on the faces of players and supporters alike was great to stélafdS

celebrations that followefwill live long i the memory.

Keeping in touch

tKSaS RIFea A4Qa | t2d4 SFaAaASNI G2 1SSL) dzlJ G2 &LISSF
the far side of the world. Facetime, Skype, Viber, Twitter, Facebook, Whatsapp and the like help

keep the home sickness bay. Michael Mullally is never too pleased when | follow what he believes

G2 0S ONBIFI{Ay3 ySsga sAldK WwWesSlI &ddz2NB L alg¢g GKIFG St
Ffft26SR YS (2 {1SSLI Ay (2dzOK gAGK | fbeudusud¥toDl St & 7
wake-up in the morning to 30 messages (content sometimes questionable!!). Kieran Devaney has

done a brilliant job of promoting the club on both Twitter and Facebook with everything from live

updates at games to information on epmingfundraisers. The online Clubtto is another great

way for Gaels abroad to feeldikhey are contributing to thelGb and being so convenient, probably

Aay Qi adzLIRNISR ¢Sttt Sy2dzaAKo®

Modern technology was well and truly tested to its limits for the fimaind of group games in this
@8SIFNRa aSl K { C/ drelant S8FENarigdl dassik heyvaen Ketrgand Dulblin it
was time to switch on LMFM to catch the build to the BHG game in Navan and elsewhere in
Group C. | had assessed the grotgmdings the previous week and had calculated that an unusual
but not outrageous set of results was required for the Gaels to make the knockout stages:-ifthrow
was at 1lam Perth time so the plan wastty and stay awake for as loag possible and then
hopefully wake up to a BHG win the following morning.

Sq lying in bed with headphones on, Frank Dempsey began reporting from NAsgahe goals

started to go in and similar news filtered through from the Na Fiagimaonstown game it became

clear that tre impossible was now well and truly possibhes halitime arrived, | was now in the

AAGOAY3 NR2Y 2y GKS (1 L2 NRBAYy3 G2 62N)] 2dzi S|
needed to happen in order to progres®ith the help, via Whatsapp, of DdvCarty in London and

Liam Brosnan in the stand in Pairc Tailteann, we managed to establish the results required for

Blackhall to reach the knoedut stages.

As the second half unfolded, it became clear that qualification was going to hinge on the Denboy

Wolfe Tones game. A significant victory for the Tones or any Dunboyne win would sAffitee

was running out, | found myself wishing Cian Ward to bang in one of his trade mark goals but it
grayQi G2 o0So ! Fi SN Oz vy atibdalipeforinande yfig headiBallythit R4 2y
the pillow at around 3am after a pulsating couple of hours. Even though there was a slight feeling of
disappointment, with senior status secure for another year there was definitely plenty of proud

Gaels all overtte world.



Peter Burke

On Sunday T7June last year, | received a phone call out of the blue from Brian Farrell. Brian lives
over here in Perth too and we cross paths regularly down at the local gaelic football field. It was
unusual for Brian to ring butassumed that maybe he was looking to meet up with Dad, Mam and
Aoife who were on holiday here at the time. He was ringing to say that Peter Burke had passed.
Nothing could have prepared us for news like this.

First thoughts were for Jimmy, Esther, damd Claire at home. Then thoughts turned to the gang

left behind in Brisbane. We got in touch with Helen (Murphy) and Emer (Nolan) and decided we

g2dzf R Ffte (2 . NrRaolyS (2 LINRPGARS Fye adzZlR2NI ¢S
Martin (Waker). They all showed incredible strength throughout and by all accounts Peter got the

send off he truly deserved when he finally made it back home.

I am not exaggerating when | say that Peter was one of the most talented hurlers | have ever played
with. It truly was a pleasure to play in the forward line when Peter was on the ball as he would
always look to play intelligent ball into space exactly where you wanted it. He was a great reader of
the game and could always get his clearance away no mattemmaet pressure he was under. | will
always remember the great days we enjoyed together in the Gaels jersey. Peter, you will be sorely
missed.

Finally!

¢tKAad @SIFNI KFa RSTAyAGSte akKz2gy YS GKFG S@Sy Ay
stronger than ever. Emigration has threatened the existence of many a rurahctabs Ireland, but

ourgreat@© dzo &aSSY (2 o©0S 3F2Ay3a FNRY &aidNBy3adK (2 adNBy
see the tireless work being dong kveryone at home to kgeour Qub moving forward.With so

YIye DIFSta y2¢6 R2G0G§SR | ONR & &f nat & SvillmetarlNtd ftay a £ S Q& K2
part in the next chapter in our historpe it on the field or behind the scenes.

In the meantimemy fellow expatriatsand myselfvill have to make do with looking on with
pleasure from afar.......



AN

HSBC

MarkMullally Yy R t I RR& HWoLiohsKeStyh thie ANZ Btgdium, Sydney on Sat July 6
2013¢ what a great midfield pairing we are missing
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Blackhall Gaels Come of AgeéNiall Brosnan

BHG Win Their First Under 21 Football Championship

There were rumblings of scrapping the2lll football competition due to a veluttered calendar of

fixtures. That would be a great pity and verativised. This competition serves as a very effective

conduit between minor and adult football. For a variety of reasons, many players quit the game after
minor involvement going to tie university, work commitments, the risk of injury, moving away

from home and other social priorities, etc. If players can be kept involved in the game up to their last
year of U21 football, the vast majority of them will continue to play adult footliatlmany years.

The benefits both personal and social, of participating in team games are well documented.

The U21 Football Championship has its own special attraction. The campaign is short and sweet, no
back door, so every game is afinal. Asacettdilzo ¢A G0 2y OS Llzi AdGz aLG O2
TANEGO NRdzyR IyR 08&S 08S Ay U(GUKS aSO2yRé® hyS NB
AYYSRALFGS LINRPALISOG 2F SESOdziaAzy O2yOSyidN) GS&a
nicheintheK S NIia 2F (GKS LX I @ SNA O opidtenitynedplayuddiragk & 6 SO
football. It tends to be a very high tempo game. Thus it proves to be the ideal rite of passage to the

adult ranks.

dz
v
K

O (MmN

¢CAYS y2NI GARS ¢ A (believe thatkiyyearsave cdmelaid@dne snceNBRckialk
Gaels won their first and only-RIL championship. The memory is a strange and erratic faculty. Often
it nets and retains the trivial, the humorous and even the bizarre while seemingly vital facts sl
undetected through its mesh into oblivion. Such is the case with me. My three abiding memories of
that 2007 U21 campaign are not directly linked to the football action on the pitch. The Walterstown
dressing room at halftime on a bitterly cold, wet amthdy afternoon furnishes my first recollection:
Tom Meyler is distributing hot cups of strong tea to the players in a desperate attempt to stave off
hypothermia. The team meeting in the Batterstown clubhouse sends my second recollection ambling
back dowmrmemory lane. The quiet determination and unshakable-Belfef articulated by these

young men left me in no doubt that they did not brook defeat. My third memory is that of the
customary token few words uttered by a very shocked Simonstown coach inablehBll dressing

room after their unexpected senfinal defeat. He graciously congratulated us on our victory but
added that we would have to go to the well one more time. His tone of voice and body language
clearly hinted he was convinced that this watask far beyond our capabilities. It served to further
galvanise our resolve and double our efforts for the final.

The management team, spearheaded by Noel Farrell, had meticulously planned and prepared for
the U-21 Football Championship of 2007. The seteam had ended their involvement in the league
and championship competitions early that year. Thus we were afforded a free run to prepare and
fine tune our squad for the battles that lay ahead. Noel opted for a high intensity game plan, closing
down theopposition, playing an extra man in defence and striking on the counterattack. Such a
game plan demanded supreme fitness levels. The panel was pushed to breaking point in many of
those practice matches during those exacting training sessions. In orgerfect our game plan

and improve team cohesion we played seven challenge matches against Johnstown Bridge, Kilcock,
{0 al NEQa [SAEfALE aléyz22ikKz SG0o

On Saturday the 3rd of November 2007 all roads lead to Walterstown for a ciimd@émeeting

with Gaeil Colmcille. A lowcoring, fiercehcontested encounter, in which both defences

dominated, saw Blackhall emerge as one point victo&1d 2-4. Manof-the-match, Mark Mullally

A02NBR aS@Sy 27F 2dz2NJ aARSQa e kamkplay. Alad Nestdr&libicaly2 dzNJ F N
RAALI GOKSR | aSO2yR KIfF LISyrftae G2 Ot AyOK (KS ¢
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On Sunday morning the 18th November Walterstown was again the venue for oufisahdate

with a highly fancied Simatown Gaels side. Having beaten a very strong Donagh#sibourne
team in their quartesfinal, Simonstown were hotly tipped to take the spoils. The sides finished all
square at haltime, 0-4 each in a gripping and intense thirty minutes of football.

However, Blackhall turned on the style in the second half. Mark Mullally and Andy Brady struck for a
goal each. Sean Whelan crowned a superb display at centréonatird by scoring seven points.

The much vaunted Simonstown forward line was curtailed toguast point from play in that second
period. It was testimony to a wataight defence in which Declan Dalton, John Kelly and Alan Nestor
were highly effective. The final scoreline @20 05 accurately reflected Blackhall Gaels superior
skills and teamvork.

The stage was now all set for a Blackhall Gaels shoot out with Summerhill on Saturday afternoon, the
1st of December. It was the classic David and Goliath clash. Fergal Lynch of the Meath Chronicle sets
the scene (08l2-n T 0 Y & !-rhatch hypesas alddliBhow a supremely talented Summerhill side

would claim their third (RP1FCireNB ¢ F 3 Ayad . fFO01KIff DIFISfa &AR
before the campaign. Summerhill boasted seven players with senior experience. They had been

hugely impessive on their march to the final, and against inexperienced Blackhall Gaels, all they had

to do was turn up! However, someone forgot to hand Blackhall Gaels the script. If guts, courage and
determination could be quantified as money then all the BladikBakls players would be
YATEfA2YIANB&sY o0dzi AyadSIFIR GKSANI STF2NIia 6SNBE N

073
IS

The final was played in horrendous conditions, under a gale force wind and an incessant downpour.
Underfoot conditions were treacherous, which renddrflowing football nigh impossible. However,

Blackhall adapted much better to the slippery conditions and displayed fierce determination and

great discipline thus conceding few soft frees. On the other hand Summerhill gave away too many
kickable frees @ NHzOA £ GAYSa FyR ¢SNB Rdz & LldzyAaKSR o8
'3FAY L 1jdz23S CSNHIf [@yOK 2F GKS aSIiK / KNRYyAO
superior and with a greater appetite and fitter players they never let Sumnhegitle. From the

a0 NI . fFO1KFEEf DFSta RNRBLIISR al Nlagkline v at f 0 C
GSNE aAYLXS LIy F2NJ .fFO1KFttf DFESta IyR Al 62N]
man at the back. Alan Nestorquided the first line of defence at centi'ack and with Johnny
aS@tSNIAYy 3I22R F2N¥ KS |faz2 g2y GKS YI22NRGEe 27

In the opening three minutes Summerhill looked like justifying their overwhelming favouritism tag.
With a strongwind at their backs, Summerhill raced into a two point lead. However, they failed to
score for the remainder of the first half. Blackhall gradually found their feet, and by the eighth
minute were level, @ each following a long range Sean Whelan freeeMfhedged the Gaels

ahead with a weltaken point on the tenth minute, a lead they were never to relinquish. Blackhall
lead by 34 to 0-2 at the break.

Aided by a strong wind in the second half, the Gaels slowly but surely exerted their dominance.

Shortly after the restart Tom Murphy scored a wonderful point. Try as they did, Summerhill failed to

breach a very determined and tightarking Blackhall defence. The Gaels tagged on three more
LRAYyGaD ! LI fGNRB LRAYG FNEB YlelelwaldeWhanymatihkedered, S O2 Y R K
Cormac Reilly, blew the final whistle unbridled joy and wild celebrations erupted amongst the

Blackhall players and supporters. The Gaels had won their first e2&rRC on a scoreline of8Xo

0-3. It was a victory foundkon a solid disciplined defence and the ability of the forwards to take

their scores at crucial times.

It was a magnificent all round team display. Declan Dalton, John Kelly, Donnacha Tobin and Alan

Nestor were splendid in defence. Johnny Meyler and P&ad@y. NA Sy g2y GKS YARTASTE |
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Mullally and Tommy Murphy showed up well in attack and contributed two points each. However,
leading the attack from the centrbalf forward position, Sean Whelan produced the nuditthe-
match performance, contributig four points in the process.

A delighted Johnny Meyler accepted the2ll Cup on behalf of his team mates. He paid tribute to all

those who helped forge this historic victory. However, he singled out the team manager, Noel Farrell
F2NJ & LISOA I &l devisytielgameé plancamd 2nstilled the dudfief and team spirit that

g2y AU F2NI dza¢eész aidl SR GKS StlIGSR @GAOG2NRA2dza Ol L

We salute this gallant band of21 footballers who added another glorious chapter to the illustrious
annals of Blackhall @ks. They passed every stern examination with honours, first class. They were
tested in the furnace fire and found not wanting. We acknowledge their unique achievement. They
have laid down a marker for other teams to follow. Thus is a winning traditiom éiod nurtured.

And when the definitive history of Blackhall Gaels is written, th Wistorymaking Blackhall Gaels
squad will proudly take its place tine Hallof Fame of our greatl@b!
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The management team included: Manager Noel Farrell, selectors Brian Sheridan, Eugene
Connaughton, Niall Brosnan, Tom Meyler and goalkeeping coach Martin Whelan.

PS. Of the twenty one players who comprised the above panel, twenty of them Imaeegsine on

to play senior football for Blackhall Gaels. Surely this statistic alone is proof positive, if indeed proof
were needed, of the value and worth of21 football.

4

L %

Under 2] Foofb

Gabriel 0

Back Row: LIRMba c ha Tobi n, natRaa Meayler (C) @&ctan RalolN i & lo | O6Carroll, Joh
al NIIAYy hQbSAfft>X ¢2Y 21 f&aKX 9NA] .NBFRX {SIy 2KSflys ¢
Front Row: L/R Paddy Brady, Conor Burke, Andrew Brady, Michael Whelan, Alan Nestor, Mark Mullally, Tom
adzNLIKes 5SN¥2G /I NIlRdsnasl AR hQl Fyft2ys [AlLY

Mascot: Liam Farrell
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JackC A (i 1 3 RaxiarkaB&>Record

2 : 5 o - , : )
Jack Fitzgerald with Peter McDermott and AN Other immediately after defeating Kerry in the 1954
All IrelandFootballFinal

¢tKS GSNY o[ SISYRe¢ Khra y2¢g 0S02YS Iy SOSNERI& GSN
too frequently and often to those not @derving of the title. For his lifelong contribution to Club,

County and Country, Jack Fitzgerald is truly a legend. In addition to his highly distinguished and

lengthy career as a player, selector and mentor in the GAA, Jack was also a national figere on t

political stage.

We reprint below an article outliningvl 01 Qa | OKAS@SYSyida 2y GKS 2001 a7
presented with the Meath Hall of Fame award by thert President of the GAA, the late Paddy
Buggy

WYackitzgeraldf Kildoon served as Math Co. BoardI@irman for two brief terms, firég in 1948

YR GKSY FT2NJ I+ Gg2 &SFEN aLlstt Ay mopcd YR Qrnod
Remarkably, the Ray County captured Alfeland Junior Hrling honours in each of the years when

Jack served in the top position. Curiously, batles were won in final replays with victories over

London and Hertfordshire.

Jack Fitzgeraldas served in numerous G.A.A. posterahe years and was the firsh@rman of the

Hurling Board, being elected in 1946.
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The following year he started anoutgtR A y3 f 2y 3 NBAIYy a aSlIiKQa NBLN
Council.He still holds that pddon 38 years later. Jack wakdrman of the Leinster Council from

Mppm (2 QpoX (GKS 2yteé aSIFiKYly (2 K2fR (0HS LRadd
in 1946 and remained in that post unti®69 when he became Co. Boatw{man.

On the establishment of Bord an bPairc in 1963, Jack was elected a member and remained so until

two years ago. During that long stint, he helped many Meath clubs to seodrdevelop their

grounds. He also served on the management committee of the association.

SELECTOR

Fitzgerald also had a long and successful reign as a county selector, serving for 30 years from 1946 to
QTp® S5dzNAYy3I GKIF G (HEelNdd S Catifids, ihiee Alelghd JiHK®MEBWES twof f

b®dCP[ ®Qa YR mMn [SAYadSNI GAGtSa o0yAyS &ASYyA2NJ I yF
He travelled to New York and Boston with the Meath team which won the league in 1951 and on the
KAAG2NRO ! dza G NI f A I ing étidtdeNthe kolinty@ooynds amd$inahcé a2 KIF R |
committee.

Jack also had a busy playing career and gave fine service in both hurling and football. He represented
the county in both codes at junior level and played for Meath in senior hurling in 1944.

Jack lied out for Kilcloonuhiors in 1931 and in 193%henthey reached the J.F.C. sefimals, but

lost to Tullaghanstown (Dunderry).

Kilcloon did not affiliate in 1936 and Jack transferred his allegiance to Donaghmore, who reached the
J.F.C. final in 1937 blost to Oldcastle. However, Donaghmore gained revenge the following year

when defeating Oldcastle in the I.F.C. final (at that time, both junior finalists were promoted)>

'S 62y | CSAa /dzJ YSRIf 6AGK 52yl IKY.ROBiumply mdnm
as he had gone back to the-fermed Kilcloon. Jack had another spell with Donaghmore and gained
FY20KSNJ CSAa /dz2LJ 6 NR AY Qnpo

He returned to Kilcloon in 1948 and after the club lost to Slane in the 1952 J.F.Ginsgrhe

decided to hangip his boots.

HURLING

Jack had more success as a player on the hurling fields and helped Kilmessan to five S.H.C. triumphs

Ay GKISa WmSitat | & aS@Sy hEarieNR 183638 woh dzLBl.@rhedal RitNR S & ©
Dunboyne.

aSlikKQa FYYySEFGAZ2Y 2F GKS {IY al 3dzANB OdzL F2 NJ (K
during his long association with the G.A.A. His biggest disappointtaem in 1970 when as Co.

Board Gairman, he saw Meath lose to Kerry in thelfdlandS.F.C. final.

Fitzgeald saw many fine footballers don the green and gold but feels that the late Tony Donnelly

was the greatest of all.

POLITICAL

In addition to his numerous sporting achievements, Jack has also contributed significantly to the
politicalscene. He hasesved as a Labour Co. Councilldthout interruption since 1942 and was the
KFEANXYIY 2F (GKS aSIOGK /20 [/ 2dzyOAf AYy mMpTtcI Q1T
He was a mmber of Seanad Eireann, on thgriculturalPTF N2 Y mMdcwm dzy GAf Q11 d Wl C
the European Couritof Local Authorities and asi@rman of the General Council of Co. Councils.

In 1982, his long and devoted service to the G.A.A. was hodaunen he was selected for the

| 2dzyiéQa WIlFftf 2F CFYSQ |41 NR®Q

Jack retired from the Centr&@louncil in 1984 and from Meath County Council in the same lpsr.

Iegacyﬁto Blackhall Gaels is recognised by his name being part of the name of Kilcloqgn Pitch
CAGTIASNIERE YStftez hQ. NASyYy t I NJ
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A true measure of the esteem in which Jack was heldamarish, County andationally was the

size of his removal and burial in Kilcloon. Leading political figures including the Tadif@ath
Reynoldsand TanaisteDick Springlay attended as well as well known GAA figures of all ages. The
graveside orationwas delivered by his long time friend Peter McDermott.

Ni bheidh a leithéidmn aris

Footnote

We received great help in preparing this article from Barry FitzgevdldQ1 Qa a2y 0 d . | NNE
extremeefforts to retrieve the paper cuttings on which ttagticle is based and also provided

additional information. Unfortunately Barry passed away ofi Bovember2013,following an

illness. Barry himself lined out fomany years with Kilcloon GAAIR and was a strong supporter of

the Gaels.He had a keemterest in many sportsWe wish to extend our deepest sympathy to

. I NNE2 Qaleriegsdn3 hn and Bernard, daughter Nicola and brother Dessie as well as his

daughters in law, grandchildren and extended familye are grateful for their continued suppt in

printing this article.
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Ladies Footballc Catherine and Swanne McCormack

Meath Intermediate Ladies Football Champions 2003

The wonders of being involved in sport are plentiful; keeping fit, learning life lessons of winning and

losing, working as a team but above all else the friendships that you bhikdelements that make a

good team- nippy accurate forwards, strong phyai®acks, imaginative miielders and a fearless

goalie but although all these skills are important and were found in abundance in Blackhall Ladies,
gKIFIG KFa Ffoglreda aSLINIGSR GKS GSFY FNRY 20KSNA |
successs its 'heart'. It was often joked that we could talk any opposition off the pitbiis group of

girls were not just skilful athletes brought together by their love of the game and their dedication to
representing the club and achieving the best theulddut it was a familyin all senses of the

word. Sisters, cousins, sisters in law, childhood friends, babysitters, underage coaches, and

neighbours were the happy ensemble proud to call themselves Ga#tink all will agree in the

Ladies GAAthatipt @ Ay 3 F2NJ . 1 D A& YdzOK Y2NB (KFy 1AO1Ay3
camaraderie, the craic and the pride of representing your parish that make it so special.

Encouragement, encouragement and more encouragement is what is to be heard from theesideli

of Batterstown and Kilcloon pitches. From teenie boppers to college students to those more mature

(over the hill) players there is a special bond between us all.

Championship Success

Ten years ago found Blackhall Ladies on a winning streak, hamimthe/ JunioB in Bective against
DonaghmoreAshbourne in 2000, followed the next year by a Junior A title against Rathkenny in
{1eNYSod 28 $8yid 2y (2 NBLNBaSyid aSHiK Ay [SAyadeé
where we staged an impressive ceback to beat them-A0 to 36. However in the second round

the strength and experience of Grange from Kildare proved too much for us. Despite Emma

2 KSflyQa STF2NIa G2 Y2U0AQ01 4GS dza 6AGK KSNJ A0SNB2
& | &t Belour day.
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Blackhall Gaels ladies for the third year in succession lined out in a final when they took on Moylagh

in the Ladies Intermediate Football Championship at Simonstown in 2002. Unfortunately the hat

trick was not to be, however we did not felong to wait to be crowned Intermediate champions. A

superb team performance in 2003 was the key to beating Boardsmill, in a highly entertaining final

which ended 113 to 28. Again we had the great privilege of representing Meath in Leinster. We

were drawn against Na Fianna of Dublin. Here we had two counties renowned for their rivalry and

this clash was to be no exception. A huge crowd turned up for what was to be one of the closest and

most nail biting matches of the decade. Unfortunately forusthemia ¢ SNB y 24 f SFd aa
blues but went on to win the Leinster Championship.

Coming from Junior B to Senior championship in just four years was beyond our expectations. Having

lost only one championship game in reaching senior status is somethimgmbers of Blackhall

Gaels can be proud off reaching Senior status in such a short and successful run was not
achievementenoug2 dzZNJ FANRG &SFNJ Al ¢ dza O2YLISGAyYy 3 | Al Ayal
having been defeated by Senchelstownhe previous three finals were determined and deserved

winners.

Disappointed by our loss we managed to hold our own over the next two years in Senior. 2007 was

to see us back competing for the title after a semi final stamwn against our 200dvals St.

PfadryQad ¢KAa aSYA FAYILIE gl a (G2 0SS 2dz2NJ FAYIF T dzy
performance a match too early. We turned ohbth in team mates and supporters in huge numbers

FYR 2@SNOIFYS {Gd@ ! t ( DOy aeddayolt, dgainst Sendhalstoivywiis rotyfoO 2 dzy i S
0S a LIRaAlABS F2N GKS DIFStaow {SyOKStailzsyQa ¢St
Blackhall.

We were quarter finalist in both 2008 and 2009 axgaiSenchelstown and Donaghmafeshbourne
respectively Relegated tdntermediate in 2010, 2011/2012 saw Blackhall Gaels competing strongly
at Intermediate level, gaining renewed confidence in our abilities and reaching the semi final in 2011
against Oldcastland semi final against Duleddllewstown in 2012.

¢CKS AYLIOG 2F SYAIANIGA2YyZI Ay2dzNEI YR Y2UKSNK22F
team were unavailable for selection. Younger girls were forced to step up as a period of rebuilding

and rehabilitation began. Much diie current senior team is made up of theldB, 2004 County

Championship winning team. This success at underage was brought about by a strong panel of girls

and their mentors JP Kelly and Caroline Flattery. Many of these girls also went on to experience

more success at U16 when the BHG and Moynalvey girls joined forces to enjoy another county title

in 2006. Their senior career with BHG soon followed, and they were to become the second

generation of the BHG ladies team.

Retaining htermediate status in adugh battle against local rivals Royal Gaels was the pinnacle of
0KA& @S| Ndisig loat B lthan2 tyiige already this year by substantial margins, a hard fought
GAOG2NE Ay SEGNY GAYS Llzi GKAa @SIFNRa aStrazy G2

League Titles

The Gaels havdsp experienced success in their league campaigns over the years. 2002 saw the

Gaels claim the Division 3 title with a very convincing victory over Moynalty winning by a margin of

1-9 and captained by Yvonne Brady. Our most reseptess was in the Diigi2 Leagueifal in

2010 under the charges of Packie Reilly with a great victory over Summerhill wiabinp 407.

Captain Jane Burkearsed the well deserved Morony@ and the celebrations begamespite the

match being on a Sunday, with work acwllege commitments looming, the BHG ladies took to

/ 2LIISNI CI OS WFEO1a ¢SINARYy3a (GKS Of dzo O2f 2dzNE Yy R N
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who even sampled the contents of the winning cup. 2012 saw us back in the Divisiah Rut the
oppositon,b I @y hQal K2yeéa ¢gSNB (22 adNRy3I (2 208SND2YS

L EFOTKIEEEQa O2yiNROdziA2y G2 [/ 2dzyie [ S@St

Blackhall have contributed to the Meath County Senior, Junior and Underage panels throughout the

last 10 years. Outstanding performances by Jane Burke and Suzar@®eridack in the 2001

Championship Final led to them earning a place on the Meath Team. Over the next few years we

followed the BHG girls wearing green and gold the length and breadth of the country.. The highlight

of whichwasthe League Final against Cank2006 where Meath were beaten by the narrow margin

oftwo points. Wk ySQa RSGSN¥YAYIFGA2YS AGNBYy3IGK FyR fSIRSNE
herself, Suzanne and Caroline further represented us at Leinster level The BHG representation
doubled¥ R S@Sy GNRLIX SR G GAYS&aX 6AGK /I NRftAYS DNRT
FYR {AYSIR hQ{dzZ t AGFYy NBLINB&ASYlUAYy3I GKSANI O2dzyie
inter-O2dzy e fS@Std ! Aaf Ay3a hQ{ ddarbhiadiEyie Keareand YSt f &=
Catherine Mc Cormack (captaining the team in 2008) represented the Gaels on the Junior panel.

Il At SSy [/ 28tS83x [/t N8B { Sy a2,bang with soBi©ddthe abiolve (G G SNB = {
represented the club at underage levelNteath.

Mighty Management

Blackhall Gaels Ladies success has been in no small way due to the quality, commitment, belief and
enthusiasm of our managers and mentodahn Maye and Joe Breen were the founding fathers of

GKS fI RASAQ G SéatJanke Bearfe dThedRyear dniot df BatteBstddvn and Kilcloon

men saw great things for the club. Their personalities, interest in the game and thbeiral of the

team, let alone the talented daughters of both men contributed hugely to our successesiotiile

act, although hardto followg & o NI} @St & | yR O2y FARSydGte Gl 1Sy 2y
Cormack and and Caroline Flaherty. This partnership gave 3 years to the ladies and Tom Nolan and

Paubl Dunne came on board for periods bringing their experience and offering advice almagih

Packie Reilly assisted by RelDunneT 2 f t 2 SR t KAf AL Ay(i2 GKéger§tAGS Of
and more recently Pauldgan assisted by Jane Burke and Bruce Crehan added their names to the

wall of fame. Each manager brought with them someghilifferent and added to the success of the

team. Teams would not be possible without the hard work and support of background mentors.

Throughout the last ten years Caroline Flattery ably assisteddine Meane has been one of the

most consistent and hdworking members of the club, so giving of her time and committed to the
cause.Meetings, texts, booking training venues, organising matches, statistics, travel arrangements

to name but a few of the many time consuming, heart breaking tasks of the bagidjteam but

ours always did these effortlessly and with a smile on their faces.

Club Events and Fundraising

The ladies section of the club has contributed widely to BHG , not alone in their contribution to the

games and the success they have broughttbuhe overall running of the club. Many of the girls

serving as committee members throughout the years, organising and supporting fundraising and

club events.Blackhall Gaels Ladies have run racétsigable quizzes, bag packsnéiican tea

parties andsupported Club events most ratily the huge contribution they made to the recent

{GNROGE e /2YS 5FyOAy3a YyAIKIG gKSNB ! AaKtAy3 hQ{ d
Maye, Philip Mc Cormack and Jane Keane all took tot#uyeesand in typial BHG Ladiedud style

gave it their all, with tremendous performances.

Celebrations and Socialising

Victories and near victories were always marked wHwartedly by the Gaels. There was the
mandatory start in Caffreys and then all roads leading soHatchet and in its day, Keanes and the
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course the singongs marked the end of all campaigns.

North to South, East to West and not to forget the midlgnithe Blackhall Gaels Ladies have

competed, represented and socialised. Emma Fahy was the instigator of the BHG Ladies on tour,
organising our first trip to Nenagh, no footballing was done here, the focus was more on strength

and conditioningaswe folllR 9 YYl | yR !'yy bSad2NI Ay GKS I NHzOK(
gNAaGa G23SGKSNE 1ySSa o0Sydaz adlyR 2y 2yS tS3z
where 5 star accommodations, accommodated 5 star socialising, injuries were ovesodme

crutches put aside to enjoy all the wonders Carlow had to offer.

Trips then turned into a bit more serious affairs where we took to the hills okfalrto compete in
the Brian ME&niff 7 aside Tournament in Bundoran. Conditions were rough and d¢itimpevas
tough but as always we did ourselves and the club proud. Well that it isifigori ironing boards
on Bundoan Beach makes the members of BHG proud!!

Our next trip brought us to lovely Leitrim, where Packie ageaha feast of activitiesdm Mass, to
inspirational talks, training sessions, two matches in the swampy grounds and a Cruise along the
Shannon.

We headed further west to Galway and learnt our lesson that football and socialising are hard
mixed. So the obvious solution was to just paint the town red and leave the studs at homel!!

Along with these trips far and wide we patrticipated in 7aside toursat® in Portmarnock and Trim

and Tarzan had nothing on us as we bonded while hanging from trees with.Ba@lyQa . 28y S
Valley Actiities. With Facebook and a Whapgp groyp set up, thenext trip to the Marble @y is

already in the pipeline with bubble football the chosen activity, fun is sure to be had.

Looking Forward

As 2013 comes to a close with the annual AGM looming, we look backyaadOof highs and lows,
and evaluate our position now. We look forward to another year and pray that it will be less injury
prone. Bruce will continue to harvest the upcoming talent of the Blackhall Gaels Ladies. We hope
that our players, now playing ilffeign parts from Vancouver, Saudi and Australia will return to us
soon and that new mothers, will throw on the studs once mdreturning after the winter break no
doubt we will be rejuvenated and energised and ready to give it another innings.

20


https://www.facebook.com/dara.llewellyn?ref=br_rs

Memories ofRodanstown - Patsy Burke

Referee Patsy Burke tossingethoin at the start of the P & Cup in Kilcloon in 2004

Patsy Burke has served both Kilcloon and Blackhall Gaels for decades. He was a selector on the
Kilcloon team which won the JumiBootballChampionship in 1973 and served as joint Treasurer for
Blackhall Gaels from its foundation in 1995 until he decided to retire a couple of years ago. In this
article he reminisces about Rodanstown which was the Football club in the Kilcloar thefparish
during the Fifties. He is one of the longest serving referees in the County

Remembering is not one of my strong points. | think the Rodanstown T&#aml grew up with was

reformed about 1957. There was a team previously up to about 1958.iF why people over there

speak about the old Rodanstown team, made up of the Ryans, Brackens, Smyths, Reillys, Grehams,
CrdzZ3KYSNAR® {2YS LIS2LX S OF t f SR jetséySvith atag&vdhitea | I LIA Sa ¢
stripe across the middle.

Now, this ew Rodanstown team had red jerseys with white collars, cuffs and long sleeves. This

GSFY 61&4 YIRS dzld 2F (KS 1 dAKS&sE 5AE2yaz alffz2yas
Fagans etc, and some dark horses like Johnny Moran and maybe other playergltidoring along.
¢NIAYAyYy3 dzadzZtfte& O2yaArAadSR 2F NUzyyAy3IS ALINAYGAY:S
Y2348 Q | YR anksSyidFAsaigh uriliizhie évenings got bright. It was more a

spontaneous type of training rather than orgagdsas such. Football training was usually a match,

two sides would be picked and a game would be played for about and an hour and a half. There was

not much effort put into skills training. The first field | remember playing on was called the Cowblow,
opposite where Peter Mallon lives now and belonged to PJ Murphy. After that, we moved to a field
0St2y3aAy3a (G2 tKAfYX 5SYyyAad FyR W2KYy a2yl KFy a4 /2
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After that we moved again to HarrHill to a field belonging tMichael Rogers, father of Tommy and

Mike. We may not have had much of a junior team but we had a very good-aesida team. At

that time seven a side tournaments were very popular and keenly contested with valuable prizes on

offer to the winnerssuchds &G 32f Ré¢ ¢l GOK 2NJ 6KS YIFGOGSNRFE F2NJ |
great game in the field on Har#ill where Kilcock held a sevarside tournament as they had no

pitch of their own. We beat a very fancied Drumree team who had three county playérs @ine,

and then Kilcock, the organisers put us in against UCD, and that was the end of that.

Where did we get the money for the footballs and jerseys@ll, every player would give a certain

amount and we would also knock on a few doors and acotpfe LJdzo & f A 1S a dzNLIKe Q&
the Square in Kilcock. Also, there was a farmer called Peter Fields who lived opposite Rodanstown
graveyard who would make up the balance of what was needed. Someone would then go into the
hQbSAff a &akK?2 gétwehgtwaslreqiBddAt mast we ywdtlchavetwo footballs; onefor

training and one for matchesind trying to keep them mended was another story.

The first game | played Rathmolyanvasagainst Boardsmill in about 1958, | think | was one of the
two subs. Dessy Faughner got injured so lwas putonasthehad] = G KS Ay ad NHzOGAZY
F2NHSG (2 3IAOBS KAY | RAB2I ¥RYBSOGKKYYa]l K BSYDdzQRNK

Great credit is due to the late John Kelly; he was the miam saw the need for a team or a club in

GKA&d SYR 2F GKS LINREAK |a YAfOftz2z2yQa GSIY KIR 32
mentioned above were young fellows at the time. So as the years pass by this team is getting older

and most of the gunger players are coming from the Kilcloon area as Jack Fitzgearld and John Kelly

KFIR SYGSNBR | YAfOft22Yy YAY2NI 4SFY Ay (G4KS / KIF YLK ?2
{2 a4 + YSSGAY3I Ay t W adzNLIKE Qa sugdedtetl gy miy et 2 GS NI
that he felt we should change the name of the Club to Kilcloon, and the rest is history.
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Intermediate Hurling Champions 20G5Michael Mullally

(with Extr act siopennedibylich€apd Laigidén 280ctabdr 20055 a e |

Ten years have now passed since this great Club was formed
2 AG0K @AaArzy (2 3FdzARS dzaz 6SQR KA&ad2N
In football and hurling the success wheels were turning
We¢KS {LANRG 2F GKSry.DIStaQ o6SOIYS 2dzNJ
We welcomed all comers, all mammies and daddies
All children, young men and young women as well
And on our tenth birthday, our hurlers made history
YR AGQa 2F GKSANI INBIG SELX2AGaz LQY

The old grey haired builder, Val Ledwith, Glass him
Brought heart and great passions to our warriors brave
Tom Meyler sowed seeds that were soon ripe for picking
With great Juniors and Minors our team came of age.
Peter Farrell stepped forward likewise Richie Morris
Frank Broad and Mullally, thgrreat double act
{2yye [/ INNJFYR . NAILY | SIF@AYy alAR y2 2
With Martin Curran as manager, the baakom was packed.

Sunday, 28 October 2005 proved to be a historic day for the Blackhall Gaels Club. A victory in the
Final of the Meath Intermed | 4§ S | dzNI Ay 3 / KI YLIA2YyaKAL) SyGAadt SR
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