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Foreword ς Gerry Stenson 

Ten years ago Blackhall Gaels was riding on the crest of a wave.  On the field of play the Club had just 
been crowned Meath Senior Football Champions and Intermediate Ladies champions.   Buoyed by  
this and by his innate enthusiasm for all things literary, cultural, traditional, and GAA,  the late 
Michael Lillis who was Chairman of the Club at the time, started knocking at the doors of Club 
members.  He wanted to capture for posterity the spirit of a young Club which was only 8 years in 
existence ς ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀŜƭǎέΦ  ! ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴg articles 
by members of the club, which captured the essence of Blackhall Gaels, followed.     
 
Ten years on the same amount of silverware may not be arriving as consistently as it had been in the 
first decade of the Clubs existence. Nevertheless, that indefinable spirit which might have flagged a 
little at times, but was never lost, is experiencing a rejuvenation.   
 
Despite the loss of many players to the ravages of emigration the Club will field teams in the 
camogie, football and hurling senior Championships in 2014. Our ladies footballers maintained their 
Intermediate Championship status despite a serious unavailability  of players during the past two 
seasons.  Due to the lack of numbers of young families in the parish we have amalgamated with 
neighbouring Clubs to ensure games for our players of the future. In a throw back to 20 years ago, 
we joined up with Moynalvey in football in 2012. This time the coming together caters for u-15 boys 
up to and including minor.  The team plays under the name Jenkinstown Gaels or officially Gaeil 
Baile Shenicín.  The u16 team won the 2013 Div 2 League and we hope they will drive on from there.  
Our underage hurlers of all ages have been playing under the name Blackhall/Drumree since last 
year. There was instant on-field success with the minors and u-21s lifting their respective B 
Championships in 2012. Long may this continue. 
 
What better time then, to explore the spirit that is ours, its roots and how it has been nurtured in 
the past decade. Between the covers of this current edition of Spirit of the Gaels - Mark II - we have 
compiled a variety of articles which prove the spirit is still there. If tapped into, it will hopefully 
spawn more tales of heroism in the decade to come.   
 
Thanks to all the authors who gave so much of their spare time to recount what you will read, proof 
readers and editors. Thanks also to those supplying personal photos, to Declan Lynch of the Lynn 
Group and to the publishing Company.  [ŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ άōŜƛǊǘ ŦƛǊ 
ŎŀǇŀƛƭƭέΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ {hD LLΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
[ƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ά¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀŜƭǎέ 
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Micheál Ó Laighléis (1948 ς 2006) 
 

Friend, neighbour, poet and fíor gael 
 

Chairman Blackhall Gaels (2001 ς 2004) 
 
On Sunday 16th July 2006, Blackhall Gaels lost one of its finest members with the untimely death of 
Micheál Ó Laighléis. Micheál Ó Laighléis came to live in Kilcloon parish in 1991. Within a few years he 
had become a popular member of the community and made his contribution in many different ways. 
He was Chairman of Blackhall Gaels from 2001 to 2004 and presided over the most successful period 
in its history. This included the winning of the Keegan Cup in 2003 and the building of the new 
dressing rooms in Batterstown followed by the building in Kilcloon.  
 
As well as being a natural leader with great ability to bring the best of those around him, Micheál 
was also a great writer. After the winning of the Keegan Cup he was the driving force behind the 
publication of ΨThe Spirit of the GaelsΩ which captured the mood of the club and its members at the 
time.  He had a wonderful skill of writing poems to commemorate victories by Blackhall Gaels teams 
and he regaled the parish with his rendition of these poems.  
 
On the occasion of his death, the Club published a book in his memory in which many of the poems 
were reprinted. There were contributions from Sean Kelly now MEP and past President of the GAA, 
Fr Harry Bohan, ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ /ƭŀǊŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŜłƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘers. 
Below we reproduce extracts from some of these articles:  
 

άLǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ƛƭƭƛǎ ǿŀǎΦ  
There is no need to go on except to say that Michael was one of the most rounded people I 
ever met.  He epitomised everything that was wholesome in a human being.  There was no 
doubt in any Feakle (my native place) personΩs mind that he was one of the greatest, if not 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ōǳǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǘǊǳŜ ǎŀying: 
άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎέΦ  aƛŎƘŜłƭ j Laighléis was one of the few.  His 
contribution to the community of Feakle and especially to the GAA Club was immeƴǎŜΦέ 
Fr Harry Bohan 

 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƴŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ .ƭŀŎƪƘŀƭƭ DŀŜƭǎ ƛƴ /ƻΦ aŜŀǘƘΦ 
To say that he gave his life to the GAA is not an exaggeration. But what a life and what a Club 
he helped to build up.  His enthusiasm was infectious and his pride in Blackhall palpable. I 
will never forget the great night we celebrated your County Championship win and the 
electric atmosphere that was in the hall.  It was a great night and Michael was an exemplary 
ƘƻǎǘΦέ 
Sean Ó Ceallaigh 

 
ά¢ƻ aƛŎƪ life was a celebration and he lived it to the fullest. He celebrated it with infectious 
enthusiasm. Ψ{Ŏŀƻƛƭ ŀƳŀŎƘ ŀƴ ōƻƛōƛƭƝƴΩ ƻǊ ΨƭŜǘ ƛǘ ǊƛǇΩ was his mantra.  In the recent past this 
was exemplified when a friend after spending a weekend with him was askeŘ ΧΩƘƻǿ ƛǎ 
Mick?Ω ΧΦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǿŀǎ Ψwell at 4am on Sunday morning he ǿŀǎ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΩΦ 
 
Mick always placed great importance on marking occasions - be it sporting, be it cultural, or 
be it personal achievement.  His ability to add to the special occasion with an instantly 
ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ǎƻƴƎ ƻǊ ǇƻŜƳ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
Josh Lowry, Graveside Oration 
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άaŀǊ /ƘŀǘƘŀƻƛǊƭŜŎƘΣ ŘΩŀƻƴǘŀƛƎƘ ǎŞ ŀƴ /lub agus an paróiste mar aon mhuintir amháin. 
ΨPoliǘƛŎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩΣ  Mícheál often quoted but as Fr. Harry already pointed out 
Mícheál had the ability to make the impossible possible.  Thuig sé thar aon rud eile an 
ǘŀōƘŀŎƘǘ ŀ ōƘŀƛƴ ƭŜ ΨƳǳƛƴǘǊŜŀǎΩ ƴƽ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ.  Pé rud a bhí ar siúl ó Monster Draw don 
Chlub nó don Community Centre go Golf Classic, leag Mícheál an bhéim go raibh na daoine 
céanna ag obair ar son na tionscnimh agus in ba chóir dúinn uilig tacaíocht iomlán a 
ǘƘŀōƘŀƛǊǘ ŘƽƛōƘΦέ 
John Keane, Graveside Oration 
 
ά L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ tƻǊǘƭŀƻƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ мн ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜƛƴǎǘŜǊ D!! 
Disciplinary Board.  Nicky Brennan (now president of the GAA) was Chairman of the Council 
and along with the Meath County Board delegates, he wanted to put an end to the 
embarrassing situation by banning not only myself but also the Club for up to a year. 
 
I was extremely nervous and also very disappointed that no one could realise my innocence. 
I did not know what to expect from the meeting but my worries were all unfounded.  
Michael took on every question and argument raised, with gusto.  He showed a depth of 
knowledge, fair play and decency that was to be admired by all in attendance. He showed 
the Committee in no uncertain terms that respect was not being shown and that fair play 
had to win the day.  He never once flinched in the face of some extremely tough questioning 
and interrogation.   In the end both the Club and I got off our suspension and it was all down 
to one man.  I met Nicky Brennan about six months after and he joked with me that if it was 
ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ΨL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŎƘŀƛƴǎΩ.  I owed him so much.  His bravery, confidence and 
knowledge shone through that night in Laois and for me sitting to his left like a nervous 
schoolboy, my respect and admiration grew ten-fold. 
 
Michael and I left that meeting and we promised each other that we would use the whole 
episode as motivational tool for the future. We talked of putting it right on the pitch and 
unfortunately we did not achieve that in 2002 but we did not have long to wait. In 2003 we 
lifted the Keegan Cup and won the Meath Senior Championship Final from a position of no 
hope at half time.  I remember hearing the final whistle and collapsing to my knees in 
exhaustion.  Next thing I was being lifted to my feet by Michael.  He had tears in his eyes and 
a smile that I will always remember.  He hugged me and I embraced him like a true friend. 
He knew what I had gone through in 2002 and we both had succeeded in proving a lot of 
people wrong that day.  We went back to Batterstown and after one of his infamous songs 
he regaled me for most of the evening with stories of triumphs from Munster rugby.έ 
Anthony Moyles  
 
άAs we crossed the River Feale into Kerry, MƛŎƘŜłƭ ǉǳƛǇǇŜŘΣ ΨBeing born a Kerryman is the 
greatest gift thŀǘ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜǎǘƻǿ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩ.  ΨtƭłƳłǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΣΩ  I 
replied.  However, deep down I could not disagree with him. 
 
9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ όнол ƳƛƭŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊύ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ tłƛŘƝ j {ŞΩǎ Ǉǳō ƛƴ ±ŜƴǘǊȅΦ hǳǊ ƎŜƴƛŀƭ 
host (an poc ar buile himself) came out to welcome the Blackhall contingent with the ancient 
/ŜƭǘƛŎ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ψ/ŞŀŘ aƝƭŜ CłƛƭǘŜΩ.  Micheál, to whom the Irish language was something 
very special and precious responded in Gaelic.  These two proud sons of Cúchulainn chatted 
in animated fashion, as Gaeilge, for some time. Páidí then ushered the company into his own 
ŎƛǘŀŘŜƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜǎƻƳŜ ōǳŦŦŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇƛƻǳǎ Ǉƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎΦ 
 
After closing time our bus wound its way around Slea Head en route to our chalets in Dún 
Chaoin.  It was a bitterly cold night.  The automatic timer on the heating system in the 
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chalets mysteriously failed to report for duty.  Arctic conditions reigned.  Over breakfast, it 
was reported how grown men had slept in their topcoats (in their beds) in a desperate 
attŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǾŜ ƻŦŦ ƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǊƳƛŀΦ ΨJust as well that alcohol ŦǊŜŜȊŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΩ 
ǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ aƛŎƘŜłƭΦέ 
Niall Brosnan on a Blackhall Gaels ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀƛŘƛ jΩ{Ş ¢ournament 

 
The Spirit of the Gaels   Air: Bould Thady Quill 

 
Chorus 

CƻǊ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǳōƭƛƴΩ ƭƛƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴΩ 
For points or goal scoring our boys never fail 

CƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƴƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ōƻƭŘŜǊ 
Than our own darling hurlers the Pride of the Gaels 

 
Ten years have now passed since the great Club was formed 

²ƛǘƘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǳǎ ǿŜΩŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ 
In football and hurling the success wheels were turning 

The Spirit of the Gaels became our battle cry. 
We welcomed all comers all mammies and daddies 
All children young men and young women as well 

And on our tenth birthday our hurlers made history 
!ƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘǎ LΩƳ ƴƻǿ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΦ 

 

 

aƛŎƘŜłƭ jΩ[ŀƛƎƘƭŜƝǎ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ YŜŜƎŀƴ /ǳǇ ŀƭƻŦǘ ƛƴ YƛƭŎƭƻƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
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¢ƘŜ 9ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΩǎ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ς Mark Mullally 

Life in Oz 
Most young people leaving Ireland for Australia in recent times, usually come in search of work and 
sun. While work has been pretty plentiful over here lately, I would like to dispel the myth that it 
never rains in Australia! We have just had the wettest September in 40 years with 130mm falling 
ǎƛƴŎŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ {ǳƳƳŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǉǳƛŎƪly enough.  Of course, this will inevitably be followed in 
January with cursing of the hot weather.   LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ LǊƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
weather ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΗ 
 

I was very lucky to find employment almost immediately when I arrived in Perth in October 2010, 
but not everyone is this fortunate. There is a common misconception at home that work is easy to 
come by in Australia. ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƘƻǊŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
as simple as stepping off a plane and straight into your dream job.  
 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ LǊƛǎƘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ tŜǊǘƘΣ ΨǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ D!! Ŏƭǳōǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ 
major industry. Promises of work, cars and accommodation are all made to potential recruits in 
order to get them to sign on the dotted line. Competition is fierce in this regard and it is not 
uncommon for a player to be in contact with more than one club and to sign for whoever gets him 
working first. Thankfully, I only had to offer Donnacha Tobin a couch to sleep on for a few weeks in 
order to get him to line out for my Club, Morley Gaels, this year! 
 

Luckily for many Irish abroad, most major cities around the world have well-established gaelic 
football and hurling competitions. Perth has really developed in this regard since I arrived 3 years 
ago. Gone are the days when you might go for a few pints the night before a game knowing you will 
probably bump into the man you are marking, in the pub!!  Now it is all about hydrating as best as 
possible to cope with the blistering heat and the ex-county minor or U-21 you have to chase around 
the pitch the following day. Once football is finished for the day, attention turns to where to watch 
the big championship games back home that evening. Depending on the mood, a trip can be made 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇƻǊǘǎ .ŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎƛƴƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ΨtŀŘŘƛŜǎΩ, cheering on their county sprinkled with 
the odd confused-looking AussiŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ƘǳǊƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿƴΦ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
than the couch though, ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƻ {Ŝǘŀƴǘŀ {ǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ¢Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƻƳŜ /ŀŘōǳǊȅΩǎ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ, ƛŦ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ 
 

This year saw the British & Irish Lions tour Australia for the first time in 12 years. Having watched 
these tours growing up, I knew this was an opportunity not to be missed. While the first game was 
played in Hong Kong, their first run-out on Australian soil was against the Western Force here in 
Perth. After finally convincing Michael Mullally to make the trip for the final two test matches, I 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ tŀŘŘȅ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ tŀŘŘȅ ǿŀǎ 
barely off the plane in Perth before being mistaken for his double, Ireland and Lions fly-half Jonny 
Sexton! Following a disappointing 2nd Test in Melbourne, we made the trip to Sydney for the decider. 
There we met Paddy and also Michael Whelan who has been based in Sydney for the last couple of 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ [ǳŎƪƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨDŀŜƭǎ ƻƴ 
¢ƻǳǊΩ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ LǊƛǎƘ ǊǳƎōȅ ƎǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ YŜǊǊȅ ǎǘŀǊ ¢ƻƳƳȅ ²ŀƭǎƘΦ 
 

Trip Home for Football 2013 
On January 7th 2013, I met Vinny NeǎǘƻǊ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴŜΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ aŀȅƴƻƻǘƘΦ  I was home on my 
annual Christmas visit. The main topic of conversation was a possible return in April to play in the 
two Meath SFC rounds that are usually fixed around this time. Whilst I was delighted to encounter 
his enthusiasm at the idea, there was a certain reluctance due to the fact that I was potentially going 
to rob a fellow Gael of his championship jersey. He asked me to attend the meeting with the players 
that night. Even having played in many finals over the years with the Gaels, I have never felt as 
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nervous as I did walking in to Batterstown clubrooms that night. Looking around it was clear the 
scenery was still the same. Successful team photos on the walls, cup of tea and a biscuit, and the 
usual suspecǘǎ ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƧƻƪŜǎΥ ΨDƻƻŘ Ƴŀƴ aǳƭƭŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜǊŜ ȅŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΚΩΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 
distinct lack of a tan. It was good to be back! 
 

!ǇǊƛƭ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǉǳƛŎƪly ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻƴŎŜ L ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ tŜǊǘƘΦ !ƴȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǊƭŜȅΣ 
I was in the gym. Coming back from a cruciate tear last year, I knew I had to do over and above the 
ƴƻǊƳΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ !ǇǊƛƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΣ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŎǊƛǇǘŜŘ better. Wolfe 
Tones were first up in Pairc Tailteann followed by a tussle with Na Fianna in Summerhill.  Whilst the 
experience of playing senior championship football for the first time since 2010 was very satisfying, 
the Tones result proved to be a major disappointment, ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǿƻ ΨƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǎǘƛŎΩ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 
decisive.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ bŀ Cƛŀƴƴŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
occasion! Despite the start we had and losing TŀŘƘƎ .Ǌƻǎƴŀƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊǎƘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ{pirit of the GaelsΩ 
was in full flow as we dug in and ground out a terrific win. The feeling at the final whistle made the 
entire trip worthwhile. The joy on the faces of players and supporters alike was great to see and ΨǘƘŜ 
celebrations that followedΩ will live long in the memory.  
 

Keeping in touch 
¢ƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
the far side of the world. Facetime, Skype, Viber, Twitter, Facebook, Whatsapp and the like help 
keep the home sickness at bay. Michael Mullally is never too pleased when I follow what he believes 
ǘƻ ōŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨȅŜŀ ǎǳǊŜ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΩΗΗ ¢ƘŜ ƛtƘƻƴŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ²ƘŀǘǎŀǇǇ Ƙŀǎ 
ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ DŀŜƭǎ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ be unusual to 
wake-up in the morning to 30-40 messages (content sometimes questionable!!). Kieran Devaney has 
done a brilliant job of promoting the club on both Twitter and Facebook with everything from live 
updates at games to information on upcoming fundraisers. The online Club Lotto is another great 
way for Gaels abroad to feel like they are contributing to the Club and being so convenient, probably 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ  
 

Modern technology was well and truly tested to its limits for the final round of group games in this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aŜŀǘƘ {C/Φ !ŦǘŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭ-Ireland SFC semi-final classic between Kerry and Dublin it 
was time to switch on LMFM to catch the build-up to the BHG game in Navan and elsewhere in 
Group C. I had assessed the group standings the previous week and had calculated that an unusual 
but not outrageous set of results was required for the Gaels to make the knockout stages. Throw-in 
was at 1am Perth time so the plan was to try and stay awake for as long as possible and then 
hopefully wake up to a BHG win the following morning.  
 

So, lying in bed with headphones on, Frank Dempsey began reporting from Navan.  As the goals 
started to go in and similar news filtered through from the Na Fianna-Simonstown game it became 
clear that the impossible was now well and truly possible.  As half-time arrived, I was now in the 
ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǇǘƻǇ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DŀŜƭǎ 
needed to happen in order to progress.  With the help, via Whatsapp, of David Carty in London and 
Liam Brosnan in the stand in Pairc Tailteann, we managed to establish the results required for 
Blackhall to reach the knock-out stages.  
 

As the second half unfolded, it became clear that qualification was going to hinge on the Dunboyne-
Wolfe Tones game. A significant victory for the Tones or any Dunboyne win would suffice.  As time 
was running out, I found myself wishing Cian Ward to bang in one of his trade mark goals but it 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǎǇƛǊational performance, the head finally hit 
the pillow at around 3am after a pulsating couple of hours. Even though there was a slight feeling of 
disappointment, with senior status secure for another year there was definitely plenty of proud 
Gaels all over the world.   
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Peter Burke 
On Sunday 17th June last year, I received a phone call out of the blue from Brian Farrell. Brian lives 
over here in Perth too and we cross paths regularly down at the local gaelic football field. It was 
unusual for Brian to ring but I assumed that maybe he was looking to meet up with Dad, Mam and 
Aoife who were on holiday here at the time. He was ringing to say that Peter Burke had passed. 
Nothing could have prepared us for news like this.  
 

First thoughts were for Jimmy, Esther, Jane and Claire at home.  Then thoughts turned to the gang 
left behind in Brisbane. We got in touch with Helen (Murphy) and Emer (Nolan) and decided we 
ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧƭȅ ǘƻ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ YŜǾƛƴ όhΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊύ ŀƴŘ 
Martin (Walker).  They all showed incredible strength throughout and by all accounts Peter got the 
send off he truly deserved when he finally made it back home. 
 

I am not exaggerating when I say that Peter was one of the most talented hurlers I have ever played 
with. It truly was a pleasure to play in the forward line when Peter was on the ball as he would 
always look to play intelligent ball into space exactly where you wanted it. He was a great reader of 
the game and could always get his clearance away no matter how much pressure he was under. I will 
always remember the great days we enjoyed together in the Gaels jersey. Peter, you will be sorely 
missed. 
 

Finally! 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀŜƭǎΩ ƛǎ  
stronger than ever. Emigration has threatened the existence of many a rural club across Ireland, but 
our great Cƭǳō ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ фΣнсп ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 
see the tireless work being done by everyone at home to keep our Club moving forward.  With so 
Ƴŀƴȅ DŀŜƭǎ ƴƻǿ ŘƻǘǘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǎƻƳŜ, if not all, will return to play a 
part in the next chapter in our history, be it on the field or behind the scenes.  
 

 In the meantime, my fellow expatriates and myself will have to make do with looking on with 
pleasure from afar....... 
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Mark Mullally ŀƴŘ tŀŘŘȅ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 3rd Lions Test in the ANZ Stadium, Sydney on Sat July 6th 
2013 ς what a great midfield pairing we are missing 
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Blackhall Gaels Come of Age ς Niall Brosnan 
 

BHG Win Their First Under 21 Football Championship 
 

There were rumblings of scrapping the U-21 football competition due to a very cluttered calendar of 
fixtures. That would be a great pity and very ill-advised. This competition serves as a very effective 
conduit between minor and adult football. For a variety of reasons, many players quit the game after 
minor involvement ς going to the university, work commitments, the risk of injury, moving away 
from home and other social priorities, etc. If players can be kept involved in the game up to their last 
year of U-21 football, the vast majority of them will continue to play adult football for many years. 
The benefits both personal and social, of participating in team games are well documented. 
The U-21 Football Championship has its own special attraction. The campaign is short and sweet, no 
back door, so every game is a final. As a certain Ǉǳō ǿƛǘ ƻƴŎŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ άLǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōȅŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōȅŜ ōȅŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘέΦ hƴŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ {ŀƳǳŜƭ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΥ ά¢ƘŜ 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
niche in the ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜƭƛǎƘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǎǘ opportunity to play underage 
football. It tends to be a very high tempo game. Thus it proves to be the ideal rite of passage to the 
adult ranks. 
 
¢ƛƳŜ ƴƻǊ ǘƛŘŜ ǿŀƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ƳŀƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ believe that six years have come and gone since Blackhall 
Gaels won their first and only U-21 championship. The memory is a strange and erratic faculty. Often 
it nets and retains the trivial, the humorous and even the bizarre while seemingly vital facts slip 
undetected through its mesh into oblivion. Such is the case with me. My three abiding memories of 
that 2007 U-21 campaign are not directly linked to the football action on the pitch. The Walterstown 
dressing room at halftime on a bitterly cold, wet and windy afternoon furnishes my first recollection: 
Tom Meyler is distributing hot cups of strong tea to the players in a desperate attempt to stave off 
hypothermia. The team meeting in the Batterstown clubhouse sends my second recollection ambling 
back down memory lane. The quiet determination and unshakable self-belief articulated by these 
young men left me in no doubt that they did not brook defeat. My third memory is that of the 
customary token few words uttered by a very shocked Simonstown coach in the Blackhall dressing 
room after their unexpected semi-final defeat. He graciously congratulated us on our victory but 
added that we would have to go to the well one more time. His tone of voice and body language 
clearly hinted he was convinced that this was a task far beyond our capabilities. It served to further 
galvanise our resolve and double our efforts for the final. 
 
The management team, spearheaded by Noel Farrell, had meticulously planned and prepared for 
the U-21 Football Championship of 2007. The senior team had ended their involvement in the league 
and championship competitions early that year. Thus we were afforded a free run to prepare and 
fine tune our squad for the battles that lay ahead. Noel opted for a high intensity game plan, closing 
down the opposition, playing an extra man in defence and striking on the counterattack. Such a 
game plan demanded supreme fitness levels.  The panel was pushed to breaking point in many of 
those practice matches during those exacting training sessions. In order to perfect our game plan 
and improve team cohesion we played seven challenge matches against Johnstown Bridge, Kilcock, 
{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ [ŜƛȄƭƛǇΣ aŀȅƴƻƻǘƘΣ ŜǘŎΦ 
 
On Saturday the 3rd of November 2007 all roads lead to Walterstown for a quarter-final meeting 
with Gaeil Colmcille. A low-scoring, fiercely-contested encounter, in which both defences 
dominated, saw Blackhall emerge as one point victors, 1-8 to 2-4. Man-of-the-match, Mark Mullally 
ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ŦƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜǎΣ ǘǿƻ ΨпрǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƻne from play. Alan Nestor clinically 
ŘƛǎǇŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƻƎƎŜŘ DŀŜƛƭ /ƻƭƳŎƛƭƭŜΩǎ ƻǳǘŦƛǘΦ 
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On Sunday morning the 18th November Walterstown was again the venue for our semi-final date 
with a highly fancied Simonstown Gaels side. Having beaten a very strong Donaghmore-Ashbourne 
team in their quarter-final, Simonstown were hotly tipped to take the spoils. The sides finished all 
square at half-time, 0-4 each in a gripping and intense thirty minutes of football. 
 
However, Blackhall turned on the style in the second half. Mark Mullally and Andy Brady struck for a 
goal each. Sean Whelan crowned a superb display at centre half-forward by scoring seven points. 
The much vaunted Simonstown forward line was curtailed to just one point from play in that second 
period. It was testimony to a water-tight defence in which Declan Dalton, John Kelly and Alan Nestor 
were highly effective. The final scoreline of 2-9 to 0-5 accurately reflected Blackhall Gaels superior 
skills and team work. 
 
The stage was now all set for a Blackhall Gaels shoot out with Summerhill on Saturday afternoon, the 
1st of December. It was the classic David and Goliath clash. Fergal Lynch of the Meath Chronicle sets 
the scene (08-12-лтύΥ ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ-match hype was about how a supremely talented Summerhill side 
would claim their third U-21 FC in-a-Ǌƻǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ .ƭŀŎƪƘŀƭƭ DŀŜƭǎ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ƘƻǇŜ 
before the campaign. Summerhill boasted seven players with senior experience. They had been 
hugely impressive on their march to the final, and against inexperienced Blackhall Gaels, all they had 
to do was turn up! However, someone forgot to hand Blackhall Gaels the script. If guts, courage and 
determination could be quantified as money then all the Blackhall Gaels players would be 
ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦέ 
 
The final was played in horrendous conditions, under a gale force wind and an incessant downpour. 
Underfoot conditions were treacherous, which rendered flowing football nigh impossible. However, 
Blackhall adapted much better to the slippery conditions and displayed fierce determination and 
great discipline thus conceding few soft frees. On the other hand Summerhill gave away too many 
kickable frees at ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ Řǳƭȅ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ {Ŝŀƴ ²ƘŜƭŀƴΩǎ ƛƳǇŜŎŎŀōƭŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎΦ  
!Ǝŀƛƴ L ǉǳƻǘŜ CŜǊƎŀƭ [ȅƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜŀǘƘ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜΥ ά¢ƘŜƛǊ ό.ƭŀŎƪƘŀƭƭ DŀŜƭǎύ ƎŀƳŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ 
superior and with a greater appetite and fitter players they never let Summerhill settle. From the 
ǎǘŀǊǘ .ƭŀŎƪƘŀƭƭ DŀŜƭǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ aŀǊǘƛƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ-back line. It was a 
ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ .ƭŀŎƪƘŀƭƭ DŀŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘΦ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ 
man at the back. Alan Nestor provided the first line of defence at centre-back and with Johnny 
aŜȅƭŜǊ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊƳ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΦέ 
 
In the opening three minutes Summerhill looked like justifying their overwhelming favouritism tag. 
With a strong wind at their backs, Summerhill raced into a two point lead. However, they failed to 
score for the remainder of the first half. Blackhall gradually found their feet, and by the eighth 
minute were level, 0-2 each following a long range Sean Whelan free. Whelan edged the Gaels 
ahead with a well-taken point on the tenth minute, a lead they were never to relinquish. Blackhall 
lead by 0-4 to 0-2 at the break. 
 
Aided by a strong wind in the second half, the Gaels slowly but surely exerted their dominance. 
Shortly after the restart Tom Murphy scored a wonderful point. Try as they did, Summerhill failed to 
breach a very determined and tight-marking Blackhall defence. The Gaels tagged on three more 
ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ ! ǇŀƭǘǊȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ IƛƭƭΩǎ ǎole reward. When match referee, 
Cormac Reilly, blew the final whistle unbridled joy and wild celebrations erupted amongst the 
Blackhall players and supporters. The Gaels had won their first ever U-21 FC on a scoreline of 0-8 to 
0-3. It was a victory founded on a solid disciplined defence and the ability of the forwards to take 
their scores at crucial times. 
It was a magnificent all round team display. Declan Dalton, John Kelly, Donnacha Tobin and Alan 
Nestor were splendid in defence. Johnny Meyler and Paddy hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŦƛŜƭŘ ōŀǘǘƭŜΦ aŀǊƪ 
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Mullally and Tommy Murphy showed up well in attack and contributed two points each. However, 
leading the attack from the centre-half forward position, Sean Whelan produced the man-of-the-
match performance, contributing four points in the process. 
 
A delighted Johnny Meyler accepted the U-21 Cup on behalf of his team mates. He paid tribute to all 
those who helped forge this historic victory. However, he singled out the team manager, Noel Farrell 
ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ άbƻel devised the game plan and instilled the self-belief and team spirit that 
ǿƻƴ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎέΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴΦ  
 
We salute this gallant band of U-21 footballers who added another glorious chapter to the illustrious 
annals of Blackhall Gaels. They passed every stern examination with honours, first class. They were 
tested in the furnace fire and found not wanting. We acknowledge their unique achievement. They 
have laid down a marker for other teams to follow. Thus is a winning tradition born and nurtured. 
And when the definitive history of Blackhall Gaels is written, this U-21 history-making Blackhall Gaels 
squad will proudly take its place in the Hall of Fame of our great Club! 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ bƛŀƭƭ hΩ/ŀǊǊƻƭƭΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ƘŜƭŀƴΣ 5ŜŎlan Dalton, Conor Burke, John Kelly, 
!ƭŀƴ bŜǎǘƻǊΣ 5ƻƴƴŀŎƘŀ ¢ƻōƛƴΣ WƻƘƴƴȅ aŜȅƭŜǊΣ tŀŘŘȅ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ ¢ƻƳƳȅ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ {Ŝŀƴ ²ƘŜƭŀƴΣ 9ǊƛŎ 
.ǊƻŀŘΣ aŀǊǘƛƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭΣ aŀǊƪ aǳƭƭŀƭƭȅΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ǊŀŘȅΣ tŀŘŘȅ .ǊŀŘȅΣ 5ŜǊƳƻǘ /ŀǊǘȅΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 5ŜƭŀƴȅΣ 
[ƛŀƳ .ǊƻǎƴŀƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ hΩIŀƴƭƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢om Walsh.  
 
The management team included: Manager Noel Farrell, selectors Brian Sheridan, Eugene 
Connaughton, Niall Brosnan, Tom Meyler and goalkeeping coach Martin Whelan. 
PS. Of the twenty one players who comprised the above panel, twenty of them have since gone on 
to play senior football for Blackhall Gaels. Surely this statistic alone is proof positive, if indeed proof 
were needed, of the value and worth of U-21 football. 
 

 
 
Back Row: L/R Donncha Tobin, Paddy OôBrien, Jonathan Meyler (C), Declan Dalton, Niall OôCarroll, John Kelly,  

aŀǊǘƛƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭΣ ¢ƻƳ ²ŀƭǎƘΣ 9Ǌƛƪ .ǊƻŀŘΣ {Ŝŀƴ ²ƘŜƭŀƴΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 5ŜƭŀƴȅΣ  
Front Row: L/R Paddy Brady, Conor Burke, Andrew Brady, Michael Whelan, Alan Nestor, Mark Mullally, Tom 
aǳǊǇƘȅΣ 5ŜǊƳƻǘ /ŀǊǘȅΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ hΩIŀƴƭƻƴΣ [ƛŀƳ Brosnan 
Mascot:  Liam Farrell 
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Jack CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘΩǎ Remarkable Record 
 

Jack Fitzgerald (1913 ς 1994) 

 
Jack Fitzgerald with Peter McDermott and AN Other immediately after defeating Kerry in the 1954 

All Ireland Football Final 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ά[ŜƎŜƴŘέ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŘŜƳŜŀƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ 
too frequently and often to those not deserving of the title. For his lifelong contribution to Club, 
County and Country, Jack Fitzgerald is truly a legend. In addition to his highly distinguished and 
lengthy career as a player, selector and mentor in the GAA, Jack was also a national figure on the 
political stage. 
 
We reprint below an article outlining WŀŎƪΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфун ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
presented with the Meath Hall of Fame award by the then President of the GAA, the late Paddy 
Buggy 
 
ΨJack Fitzgerald of Kilcloon served as Meath Co. Board Chairman for two brief terms, firstly in 1948 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǇŜƭƭ ƛƴ мфсф ŀƴŘ ΩтлΦ 
Remarkably, the Royal County captured All-Ireland Junior Hurling honours in each of the years when 
Jack served in the top position. Curiously, both titles were won in final replays with victories over 
London and Hertfordshire. 
Jack Fitzgerald has served in numerous G.A.A. posts over the years and was the first Chairman of the 
Hurling Board, being elected in 1946. 
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The following year he started an outstaƴŘƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ŀǎ aŜŀǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
Council.  He still holds that position 38 years later. Jack was Chairman of the Leinster Council from 
мфрм ǘƻ ΩроΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ aŜŀǘƘƳŀƴ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ aŜŀǘƘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎil 
in 1946 and remained in that post until 1969 when he became Co. Board Chairman. 
On the establishment of Bord an bPairc in 1963, Jack was elected a member and remained so until 
two years ago. During that long stint, he helped many Meath clubs to secure and develop their 
grounds. He also served on the management committee of the association. 
 
SELECTOR 
Fitzgerald also had a long and successful reign as a county selector, serving for 30 years from 1946 to 
ΩтрΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜǊƳΣ aŜŀǘƘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ !ƭƭ-Ireland S.F.C. titles, three All-Ireland J.H.C. crowns, two 
bΦCΦ[ΦΩǎ ŀƴŘ мп [ŜƛƴǎǘŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ όƴƛƴŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǾŜ ƧǳƴƛƻǊύΦ 
He travelled to New York and Boston with the Meath team which won the league in 1951 and on the 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǘƻǳǊ ƛƴ ΩсуΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ long stint on the county grounds and finance 
committee. 
Jack also had a busy playing career and gave fine service in both hurling and football. He represented 
the county in both codes at junior level and played for Meath in senior hurling in 1944. 
Jack lined out for  Kilcloon Juniors in 1931 and in 1935, when they reached the J.F.C. semi-finals, but 
lost to Tullaghanstown (Dunderry). 
Kilcloon did not affiliate in 1936 and Jack transferred his allegiance to Donaghmore, who reached the 
J.F.C. final in 1937 but lost to Oldcastle. However, Donaghmore gained revenge the following year 
when defeating Oldcastle in the I.F.C. final (at that time, both junior finalists were promoted)> 
IŜ ǿƻƴ ŀ CŜƛǎ /ǳǇ ƳŜŘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻƴŀƎƘƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ мфпм ōǳǘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ мфпн {.F.C. triumph 
as he had gone back to the re-formed Kilcloon. Jack had another spell with Donaghmore and gained 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ CŜƛǎ /ǳǇ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ΩпрΦ 
He returned to Kilcloon in 1948 and after the club lost to Slane in the 1952 J.F.C. semi-final, he 
decided to hang up his boots. 
 
HURLING 
Jack had more success as a player on the hurling fields and helped Kilmessan to five S.H.C. triumphs 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψплǎ, ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ hΩDǊƻǿƴŜȅ /ǳǇ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ  Earlier in 1935, he won a J.H.C. medal with 
Dunboyne. 
aŜŀǘƘΩǎ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳ aŀƎǳƛǊŜ ŎǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ мфпф ƎŀǾŜ WŀŎƪ Ƙƛǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘǊƛƭƭ 
during his long association with the G.A.A. His biggest disappointment came in 1970 when as Co. 
Board Chairman, he saw Meath lose to Kerry in the All-Ireland S.F.C. final. 
Fitzgerald saw many fine footballers don the green and gold but feels that the late Tony Donnelly 
was the greatest of all. 
 
POLITICAL 
In addition to his numerous sporting achievements, Jack has also contributed significantly to the 
political scene. He has served as a Labour Co. Councillor without interruption since 1942 and was the 
CƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜŀǘƘ /ƻΦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ мфтсΣ ΩттΣ Ωул ŀƴŘ ΩумΦ 
He was a member of Seanad Eireann, on the Agricultural P ŦǊƻƳ мфсм ǳƴǘƛƭ ΩттΦ WŀŎƪ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ 
the European Council of Local Authorities and as Chairman of the General Council of Co. Councils. 
In 1982, his long and devoted service to the G.A.A. was honoured when he was selected for the 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ΨIŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜΩ ŀǿŀǊŘΦΩ 
 
Jack retired from the Central Council in 1984 and from Meath County Council in the same year. His 
legacy to Blackhall Gaels is recognised by his name being part of the name of Kilcloon Pitch ς 
CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘΣ YŜƭƭȅΣ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ tŀǊƪ 
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A true measure of the esteem in which Jack was held in the parish, County and nationally was the 
size of his removal and burial in Kilcloon. Leading political figures including the Taoiseach Albert 
Reynolds  and Tanaiste  Dick Spring day attended as well as well known GAA figures of all ages. The 
graveside oration was delivered by his long time friend Peter McDermott. 
 
Ní bheidh a leithéid ann arís 
 
Footnote 
We received great help in preparing this article from Barry Fitzgerald (WŀŎƪΩǎ ǎƻƴύΦ .ŀǊǊȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
extreme efforts to retrieve the paper cuttings on which this article is based and also provided 
additional information.  Unfortunately Barry passed away on 9th November 2013, following an 
illness.  Barry himself lined out for many years with Kilcloon GAA Club and was a strong supporter of 
the Gaels.  He had a keen interest in many sports.  We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to 
.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ Valerie, sons John and Bernard, daughter Nicola and brother Dessie as well as his 
daughters in law, grandchildren and extended family.  We are grateful for their continued support in 
printing this article. 
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Ladies Football ς Catherine and Suzanne McCormack 

Meath Intermediate Ladies Football Champions 2003 
 
The wonders of being involved in sport are plentiful; keeping fit, learning life lessons of winning and 
losing, working as a team but above all else the friendships that you build. The elements that make a 
good team - nippy accurate forwards, strong physical backs, imaginative mid-fielders and a fearless 
goalie but although all these skills are important and were found in abundance in Blackhall Ladies, 
ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿŀȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ 
success is its 'heart'. It was often joked that we could talk any opposition off the pitch - this group of 
girls were not just skilful athletes brought together by their love of the game and their dedication to 
representing the club and achieving the best they could but it was a family - in all senses of the 
word. Sisters, cousins, sisters in law, childhood friends, babysitters, underage coaches, and 
neighbours were the happy ensemble proud to call themselves Gaels.  I think all will agree in the 
Ladies GAA that pƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ .ID ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
camaraderie, the craic and the pride of representing your parish that make it so special.  
Encouragement, encouragement and more encouragement is what is to be heard from the sidelines 
of Batterstown and Kilcloon pitches.  From teenie boppers to college students to those more mature 
(over the hill) players there is a special bond between us all.  
 
Championship Success 
Ten years ago found Blackhall Ladies on a winning streak, having won the Junior B in Bective against 
Donaghmore/Ashbourne in 2000, followed the next year by a Junior A title against Rathkenny in 
{ƪȅǊƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ aŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ [ŜƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ {ǘŀōŀƴƴŀƴ tŀǊƴŜƭƭΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻΦ [ƻǳǘƘΣ 
where we staged an impressive comeback to beat them 2-10 to 3-6. However in the second round 
the strength and experience of Grange from Kildare proved too much for us. Despite Emma 
²ƘŜƭŀƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǎǘŜǊŜƻ ōƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ Ψ¸ƻǳǊ aȅ aŀǘŜΣ !ƴŘ L ²ƛƭƭ {ǘŀƴŘ .ȅ ¸ƻǳΩΣ ƛǘ 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ to be our day.  



18 
 

Blackhall Gaels ladies for the third year in succession lined out in a final when they took on Moylagh 
in the Ladies Intermediate Football Championship at Simonstown in 2002. Unfortunately the hat 
trick was not to be, however we did not have long to wait to be crowned Intermediate champions. A 
superb team performance in 2003 was the key to beating Boardsmill, in a highly entertaining final 
which ended 1-13 to 2-8. Again we had the great privilege of representing Meath in Leinster. We 
were drawn against Na Fianna of Dublin. Here we had two counties renowned for their rivalry and 
this clash was to be no exception. A huge crowd turned up for what was to be one of the closest and 
most nail biting matches of the decade. Unfortunately for us the DuōΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
blues but went on to win the Leinster Championship.  
 
Coming from Junior B to Senior championship in just four years was beyond our expectations. Having 
lost only one championship game in reaching senior status is something all members of Blackhall 
Gaels can be proud of.  If reaching Senior status in such a short and successful run was not 
achievement enough, ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǎŀǿ ǳǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ {ǘΦ ¦ƭǘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƭΦ {ǘΦ ¦ƭǘŀƴΩǎΣ 
having been defeated by Senchelstown in the previous three finals were determined and deserved 
winners.  
 
Disappointed by our loss we managed to hold our own over the next two years in Senior. 2007 was 
to see us back competing for the title after a semi final show-down against our 2004 rivals St. 
¦ƭǘŀƴΩǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƳƛ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŀƭΤ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ 
performance a match too early. We turned out, both in team mates and supporters in huge numbers 
ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŎŀƳŜ {ǘΦ ¦ƭǘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊΦ Our next day out, against Senshalstown was not to 
ōŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŀŜƭǎΦ {ŜƴŎƘŜƭǎǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ōȅ 
Blackhall.  
 
We were quarter finalist in both 2008 and 2009 against Senchelstown and Donaghmore/Ashbourne 
respectively. Relegated to Intermediate in 2010, 2011/2012 saw Blackhall Gaels competing strongly 
at Intermediate level, gaining renewed confidence in our abilities and reaching the semi final in 2011 
against Oldcastle and semi final against Duleek/Bellewstown in 2012. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻǊŜƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ 
team were unavailable for selection. Younger girls were forced to step up as a period of rebuilding 
and rehabilitation began. Much of the current senior team is made up of the U-14B, 2004 County 
Championship winning team. This success at underage was brought about by a strong panel of girls 
and their mentors JP Kelly and Caroline Flattery. Many of these girls also went on to experience 
more success at U16 when the BHG and Moynalvey girls joined forces to enjoy another county title 
in 2006. Their senior career with BHG soon followed, and they were to become the second 
generation of the BHG ladies team. 
 
Retaining Intermediate status in a tough battle against local rivals Royal Gaels was the pinnacle of 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  Having lost to them twice already this year by substantial margins, a hard fought 
ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǘƛƳŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ 
 
League Titles 
The Gaels have also experienced success in their league campaigns over the years. 2002 saw the 
Gaels claim the Division 3 title with a very convincing victory over Moynalty winning by a margin of 
1-9 and captained by Yvonne Brady. Our most recent success was in the Division 2 League Final in 
2010 under the charges of Packie Reilly with a great victory over Summerhill winning 4-15 to 4-07.  
Captain Jane Burke raised the well deserved Morony Cup and the celebrations began.  Despite the 
match being on a Sunday, with work and college commitments looming, the BHG ladies took to 
/ƻǇǇŜǊ CŀŎŜ WŀŎƪǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊǳōōƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛŀƴ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ 
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who even sampled the contents of the winning cup. 2012 saw us back in the Division 2 Final but the 
opposition, bŀǾŀƴ hΩaŀƘƻƴȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜΦ 
 
.ƭŀŎƪƘŀƭƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ [ŜǾŜƭ 
Blackhall have contributed to the Meath County Senior, Junior and Underage panels throughout the 
last 10 years. Outstanding performances by Jane Burke and Suzanne Mc Cormack in the 2001 
Championship Final led to them earning a place on the Meath Team. Over the next few years we 
followed the BHG girls wearing green and gold the length and breadth of the country.. The highlight 
of which was the League Final against Cork in 2006 where Meath were beaten by the narrow margin 
of two points.  WŀƴŜΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ 
herself, Suzanne and Caroline further represented us at Leinster level The BHG representation 
doubled aƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǊƛǇƭŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ DǊƛŦŦƛƴΣ {ŀǊŀƘ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ tŀǳƭŀ 5ǳƴƴŜΣ WŀƴŜ 5ƻƭŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ {ƛƴŜŀŘ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƻƴ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ .ID ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ŀǘ 
inter-Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ !ƛǎƭƛƴƎ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ [ƛǎŀ YŜƭƭȅΣ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ aŎ /ƻǊƳŀŎƪΣ Niamh and Emer Keane and 
Catherine Mc Cormack (captaining the team in 2008) represented the Gaels on the Junior panel.  
!ƛƭŜŜƴ /ƻȅƭŜΣ /ƭŀǊŜ {ǘŜƴǎƻƴΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀ CƭŀǘǘŜǊȅΣ {ƛƴŜŀŘ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ, along with some of the above 
represented the club at underage level in Meath.  
 
Mighty Management 
Blackhall Gaels Ladies success has been in no small way due to the quality, commitment, belief and 
enthusiasm of our managers and mentors.  John Maye and Joe Breen were the founding fathers of 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊeat Jane Keane. The 10 year union of Batterstown and Kilcloon 
men saw great things for the club. Their personalities, interest in the game and the well-being of the 
team, let alone the talented daughters of both men contributed hugely to our successes. This double 
act, although hard to follow, ǿŀǎ ōǊŀǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ōȅ bƻŜƭ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ tƘƛƭƛǇ aŎ 
Cormack and and Caroline Flaherty. This partnership gave 3 years to the ladies and Tom Nolan and 
Paula Dunne came on board for periods bringing their experience and offering advice along the way. 
Packie Reilly assisted by Paula Dunne ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛǘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪƘŀƭƭ DŀƭŜΩǎ Ƴŀnagers 
and more recently Paul Regan assisted by Jane Burke and Bruce Crehan added their names to the 
wall of fame. Each manager brought with them something different and added to the success of the 
team. Teams would not be possible without the hard work and support of background mentors. 
Throughout the last ten years Caroline Flattery ably assisted by Máire Keane has been one of the 
most consistent and hardworking members of the club, so giving of her time and committed to the 
cause.  Meetings, texts, booking training venues, organising matches, statistics, travel arrangements 
to name but a few of the many time consuming, heart breaking tasks of the background team but 
ours always did these effortlessly and with a smile on their faces. 
 
Club Events and Fundraising 
The ladies section of the club has contributed widely to BHG , not alone in their contribution to the 
games and the success they have brought but to the overall running of the club. Many of the girls 
serving as committee members throughout the years, organising and supporting fundraising and 
club events.  Blackhall Gaels Ladies have run race nights, table quizzes, bag packs, American tea 
parties and supported Club events most notably the huge contribution they made to the recent 
{ǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ /ƻƳŜ 5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ƛǎƘƭƛƴƎ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ YŀǘŜ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ [ƛǎŀ YŜƭƭȅΣ aŀǊƛŀ CŀǊǊŜƭƭΣ !ƻƛŦŜ 
Maye, Philip Mc Cormack and Jane Keane all took to the stage and in typical BHG Ladies Club style 
gave it their all, with tremendous performances. 
 
Celebrations and Socialising 
Victories and near victories were always marked whole-heartedly by the Gaels. There was the 
mandatory start in Caffreys and then all roads leading to the Hatchet and in its day, Keanes and the 
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±ƻǊǘŜȄΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧŀǘ ŦǊƻƎǎΣ ŎǊŀȊȅ ōǊŜŀƪ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƳƻǾŜǎΣ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ Ψ/ƻǇǇŜǊ CŀŎŜ WŀŎƪǎΩΣ  and of 
course the sing-songs marked the end of all campaigns. 
 
North to South, East to West and not to forget the midlands, the Blackhall Gaels Ladies have 
competed, represented and socialised. Emma Fahy was the instigator of the BHG Ladies on tour, 
organising our first trip to Nenagh, no footballing was done here, the focus was more on strength 
and conditioning as we followŜŘ 9ƳƳŀ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ bŜǎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǳŎƘŎƘŀ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ά  Φ Φ Φ Φ !ǊƳǎ ƻǳǘΣ 
ǿǊƛǎǘǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƪƴŜŜǎ ōŜƴǘΣ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƭŜƎΣ ǘƻƴƎǳŜǎ ƻǳǘ Φ ΦέΦ  bŜȄǘ ǳǇ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘ ²ƻƭǎƭŜȅΣ 
where 5 star accommodations, accommodated 5 star socialising, injuries were overcome and 
crutches put aside to enjoy all the wonders Carlow had to offer.   
 
Trips then turned into a bit more serious affairs where we took to the hills of Donegal to compete in 
the Brian McEniff 7 aside Tournament in Bundoran.  Conditions were rough and competition was 
tough but as always we did ourselves and the club proud.  Well that it is if surfing on ironing boards 
on Bundoran Beach makes the members of BHG proud!! 
 
Our next trip brought us to lovely Leitrim, where Packie arranged a feast of activities from Mass, to 
inspirational talks, training sessions, two matches in the swampy grounds and a Cruise along the 
Shannon.  
 
We headed further west to Galway and learnt our lesson that football and socialising are hard 
mixed. So the obvious solution was to just paint the town red and leave the studs at home!!  
Along with these trips far and wide we participated in 7aside tournaments in Portmarnock and Trim 
and Tarzan had nothing on us as we bonded while hanging from trees with Dara LlewellynΩǎ .ƻȅƴŜ 
Valley Activities. With Facebook and a Whatsapp group set up, the next trip to the Marble City is 
already in the pipeline with bubble football the chosen activity, fun is sure to be had. 
 
Looking Forward 
As 2013 comes to a close with the annual AGM looming, we look back on 10 years of highs and lows, 
and evaluate our position now. We look forward to another year and pray that it will be less injury 
prone. Bruce will continue to harvest the upcoming talent of the Blackhall Gaels Ladies. We hope 
that our players, now playing in foreign parts from Vancouver, Saudi and Australia will return to us 
soon and that new mothers, will throw on the studs once more.  Returning after the winter break no 
doubt we will be rejuvenated and energised and ready to give it another innings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dara.llewellyn?ref=br_rs
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Memories of Rodanstown  - Patsy Burke 

 
Referee Patsy Burke tossing the coin at the start of the P & L Cup in Kilcloon in 2004 

 
Patsy Burke has served both Kilcloon and Blackhall Gaels for decades. He was a selector on the 
Kilcloon team which won the Junior Football Championship in 1973 and served as joint Treasurer for 
Blackhall Gaels from its foundation in 1995 until he decided to retire a couple of years ago. In this 
article he reminisces about Rodanstown which was the Football club in the Kilcloon half of the parish 
during the Fifties. He is one of the longest serving referees in the County 
 
Remembering is not one of my strong points. I think the Rodanstown Team-Club I grew up with was 
reformed about 1957. There was a team previously up to about 1953. That is why people over there 
speak about the old Rodanstown team, made up of the Ryans, Brackens, Smyths, Reillys, Grehams, 
CŀǳƎƘƴŜǊǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ά¢ƘŜ aŀƎǇƛŜǎέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊŜ ōƭŀŎƪ jerseys with a large white 
stripe across the middle. 
 
Now, this new Rodanstown team had red jerseys with white collars, cuffs and long sleeves. This 
ǘŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƎƘŜǎΣ 5ƛȄƻƴǎΣ aŀƭƭƻƴǎΣ wŜƛƭƭȅǎΣ wƻƎŜǊǎΣ .ǳǊƪŜǎΣ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴǎΣ /ƻƴƴƻƴǎΣ 
Fagans etc, and some dark horses like Johnny Moran and maybe other players he would bring along. 
¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǎǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƻƴƎ Dƻƭƭŀ-
ƳƻǎǎȅΩ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ {ƘƻǊǘ Dƻƭƭŀ-mossy in Feb- March until the evenings got bright. It was more a 
spontaneous type of training rather than organised as such. Football training was usually a match,  
two sides would be picked and a game would be played for about and an hour and a half. There was 
not much effort put into skills training. The first field I remember playing on was called the Cowblow, 
opposite where Peter Mallon lives now and belonged to PJ Murphy. After that, we moved to a field 
ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ tƘƛƭΣ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ aƻƴŀƘŀƴ ŀǘ /ƻƭƎŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ aƻƴŀƘŀƴΩǎ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wƻŀŘΦ 
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After that we moved again to Harris-Hill to a field belonging to Michael Rogers, father of Tommy and 
Mike. We may not have had much of a junior team but we had a very good seven-a-side team. At 
that time seven a side tournaments were very popular and keenly contested with valuable prizes on 
offer to the winners such as ŀ άƎƻƭŘέ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΦ  L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ 
great game in the field on Harris-Hill where Kilcock held a seven-a-side tournament as they had no 
pitch of their own. We beat a very fancied Drumree team who had three county players at the time, 
and then Kilcock, the organisers put us in against UCD, and that was the end of that. 
 
Where did we get the money for the footballs and jerseys?  Well, every player would give a certain 
amount and we would also knock on a few doors and a couple ƻŦ Ǉǳōǎ ƭƛƪŜ aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ .ȅǊƴŜǎΩǎ ƛƴ 
the Square in Kilcock. Also, there was a farmer called Peter Fields who lived opposite Rodanstown 
graveyard who would make up the balance of what was needed. Someone would then go into the 
hΩbŜƛƭƭǎ ǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ /ŀǇŜƭ {ǘ ŀƴŘ get what was required.  At most we would have two footballs; one for 
training and one for matches, and trying to keep them mended was another story. 
 
The first game I played in Rathmolyan was against Boardsmill in about 1958, I think I was one of the 
two subs. Dessy Faughner  got injured so I was put on as the half-ōŀŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ άŘƻƴΩǘ 
ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ŘƛƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜέΦ  {ƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘΗ 
 
Great credit is due to the late John Kelly; he was the man who saw the need for a team or a club in 
ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀǎ YƛƭŎƭƻƻƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ мфрп ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
mentioned above were young fellows at the time. So as the years pass by this team is getting older 
and most of the younger players are coming from the Kilcloon area as Jack Fitzgearld and John Kelly 
ƘŀŘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀ YƛƭŎƭƻƻƴ ƳƛƴƻǊ ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ мфсо ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ 
{ƻ ŀǘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ tW aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƛƴ ƭƻŦǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǿǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфсоΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ suggested by my father 
that he felt we should change the name of the Club to Kilcloon, and the rest is history. 
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Intermediate Hurling Champions 2005 ς Michael Mullally 
 

 
 

(with Extracts from óSpirit of the Gaelsô ï penned by Micheál Ó Laighléis on 23rd October 2005) 
 

Ten years have now passed since this great Club was formed 
²ƛǘƘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǳǎΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ 

In football and hurling the success wheels were turning 
Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀŜƭǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǊ ōŀǘǘƭŜ cry. 

We welcomed all comers, all mammies and daddies 
All children, young men and young women as well 

And on our tenth birthday, our hurlers made history 
!ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘǎΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǿ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΦ 

 

The old grey haired builder, Val Ledwith, God bless him 
Brought heart and great passions to our warriors brave 
Tom Meyler sowed seeds that were soon ripe for picking 
With great Juniors and Minors our team came of age. 
Peter Farrell stepped forward likewise Richie Morris 

Frank Broad and Mullally, that great double act 
{ƻƴƴȅ /ŀǊǊ ŀƴŘ .Ǌƛŀƴ IŜŀǾƛƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴΩ 

With Martin Curran as manager, the back-room was packed. 
 

Sunday, 25th October 2005 proved to be a historic day for the Blackhall Gaels Club.  A victory in the 
Final of the Meath IntermedƛŀǘŜ IǳǊƭƛƴƎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō άǘƻ ǎƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘŀōƭŜέ ƻŦ 


