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To his wife Marie, daughters Ciara, Siobhán and Roisín, his mother Patsy, his 

brothers Jack, Patrick and Gerard and his sisters  Joan, Sheila, Bernie, Terri, Mary 

and Eileen and Miche§lôs extended family. 
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Introduction  
 

 

Micheál Ó Laighléis came to live in Kilcloon parish in 1991. Within a few years he had 

become a popular member of the community and made his contribution in many different 

ways. He was chairman of Blackhall Gaels from 2001 to 2004 and presided over the most 

successful period in its history. There were many facets to the great man and in this 

tribute we focus on his writings. He had an incredible ability to capture the moment of 

victory in a poem, written within a few hours of the final whistle and sang or recited 

before the night was over. In this tribute we recall some of the defining achievements of 

the Club teams which are celebrated by Miche§lôs poems. 

 

We would like to thank a number of people who have contributed to this publication, Fr. 

Harry Bohan, Seán O'Ceallaigh (past president of the GAA), Joss Lowry (long time 

friend and colleague of Miche§lôs in Coillte), Feakle GAA Club and Blackhall Gaels 

Clubmen Niall Brosnan, John Keane and Anthony Moyles 

 

 

 
 



 5 

A tribute from Fr . Harry Bohan 

 

 
 

It is never easy to find words to describe a great man and thatôs what Michael Lillis was.  

There is no need to go on except to say that Michael was one of the most rounded people 

I ever met.  He epitomised everything that was wholesome in a human being.  There was 

no doubt in any Feakle (my native place) persons mind that he was one of the greatest, if 

not the greatest community leader ever to come to the place.  Itôs an old but very true 

saying: ñItôs the few who make things happen, the many who watch things happening, 

and the majority who donôt know whatôs happeningò.  Micheál OôLaighléis was one of 

the few.  His contribution to the community of Feakle and especially to the GAA Club 

was immense. 

 

But more than that ï he did everything with a big heart and all his doings were 

interspersed with great stories.  He and I would have spent hours on the phone together, 

often into the night.  Marie must have wondered was he ever going to come to bed. 

 

He, Marie and the three girls were rooted in what family was all about and indeed he 

could never have achieved what he did without the backing of that family.  Since his 

death we had what would appear to have been the sad experience of witnessing Siobhanôs 

wedding.  But typical of the man he told Siobhan before he died ñenjoy your wedding 

and celebrate it wellò.  We lit a candle on the altar to represent his presence and the day 

was certainly celebrated as he wanted. 

 

The night he told me he was being promoted to headquarters in Dublin I immediately felt 

a huge sense of loss and wondered ñcould he not do the same job from Feakle ò  It was 

not to be.  Kilcloon was lucky. 

 

I could write the book on Micheál.  I will finish by just saying :  It was a privilege to have 

known him and to have called him one of my best friends. 

 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis   

 

Harry Bohan. 
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Micheál presents Claire Hurley, Balyna GAA Club, with her trophy following her 

teamôs victory in the 2003 P&L Tournament Final.
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A tribute from Se§n OôCeallaigh 

 

 
 

 

The Irish Institute of Sport, 

Top Floor, Block A 

Westend Office Park 

Blanchardstown 

Dublin 15 

 

 

4th December 2006 

 

 Re: Ml. Lillis (RIP) 

 

It was a pleasure for me to have known the great man from Blackhall Gaels in Co. Meath. 

To say that he gave his life to the GAA is not an exaggeration. But what a life and what a 

club he helped to build up. His enthusiasm was infectious and his pride in Blackhall 

palpable. I will never forget the great night we celebrated your county championship win 

and the electric atmosphere that was in the hall. It was a great night and Michael was an 

exemplary host. 

 

I also had the pleasure of meeting him elsewhere especially at Féile where time allowed 

us to have a good chat. I was very disappointed to hear of his untimely death last year 

even more so that I wasnôt able to attend the funeral. 

 

Gan dabht ar bith fear uasal ab ea Micheál. Rinne sé gaisce i rith a shaoil ag obair do 

dhaoine eile. Bhí se lách agus fial. Bhí bród thar chuimse aige i ngach rud Gaelach, go 

háirithe ár dteanga duchais. Bhí sé de phribhléid agam aithne a chur air. Ní dheanfar 

dearmad air go deo. Laoch den scoth ba ea Micheál. Ní bheidh a leithéid ann arís. 

 

Le dea-Mhéin 

 

 

Seán OôCeallaigh 

Iar Uachtarán CLG 
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Meath Minor Football Champions 1999 
 

On Sunday 22nd August 1999, the Blackhall Gaels minor football team defeated 

Summerhill in the County Minor Championship final in Pairc Tailteann. The score was 

Blackhall Gaels 2-10, Summerhill 1-4. The team was managed by Noel Farrell along 

with selectors, Niall Brosnan and Nicholas Casserly. 

 

 
 

Back Row. (L-R); John OôBrien, Mark Creevey, Aidan Doyle, Daniel McCarthy,  

Kieran Kennedy, Cyril OôBrien, Cormac McCarthy, John Callanan (Capt.), Noel OôHora, 

Andrew Dalton, John Staunton, Sean Casserly. 

Front Row. (L-R); Paul Neville, John Joyce, Emmett Dalton, George Beirne,  

Denis Beirne, Dermot OôBrien, Stephen McGovern, Tadhg Brosnan, Shane Carty. 

 

 

Farrellôs Steeds. 

 

They sing of Taraôs once great halls 

And passage Newgrange fortress walls 

Of Patrickôs fire on the Hill of Slane 

Who dared Maolseachlain with ruddy flame 

Of how ñBilly the Boyoò on the Boyne did Battle 

And how Maeve headed west with her herd of cattle 

But wait ótill I tell of the daring deeds 

Performed by Farrellôs athletic steeds. 
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Now Farrell, the fellow from Oak is carved 

In boardroom and pitch the foe is dared 

Like Cu Chulainn of old who ruled all Ireland 

Heôs known from Donegal to Castleisland 

His comrades in arms were carefully chosen 

Two men who are calm in the eye of the storm 

Niall Brosnan who famed Sliabh Luachraôs side 

And Casserly the boy from the Liffeyôs side. 

 

The Steeds were young and feisty fellows 

Who learned their trade in Kilcloonôs green meadows 

As they laid back their plans for the Delaney Cup 

They began at the back, as ñthey walled it upò. 

Grit and guts and determination 

Brought them through each examination 

No army is complete without Fionn Mac Cumhaill 

We had him, ótwas OôBrien, he manned the goal. 

 

In Tailteanôs Park to the roar of the crowds 

OôHora took it down from above the clouds 

With Casserly dashing from left to right 

And the Bould McCarthy marking tight. 

The final was tough ótwas against ñThe Hillò 

óTwas the typical Meath, with a ñbit of a millò. 

The breeze had helped, as the short whistle shrilled, 

And at half-time we had a two point lead. 

 

We sat in the stand and we wondered to Hell 

Was the lead enough, only time would tell 

And then like a missile from a N.A.T.O. gun 

Shot an object spinning towards the sun. 

Depraved and frightened, stunned we sat 

ñGood Christò said someone, ñwhat was thatò 

The nerves were edgy and mothers were frightened 

ñDonôt excite the lads and put óem fightinò. 

 

When the dust had settled there were great cries 

As the UFO went hurling to the skies 

With a yell and a call, to rev up the throttle, 

óTwas Farrell dispatched it, a big plastic bottle 

Get out young steeds, thereôs a job half finished 

And donôt come back ótill them boys are punished 

Those bucks from ñthe Hillò, they must be beaten 

And ye have it in ye if Iôm not mistaken. 
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At number 6 we had Dalton the Great 

Our half-backs pushed up and closed the gate. 

With Neville the gazelle who struck with speed 

And Joyce coming forward with shoulder dipped. 

The Hill boys retreated, their cause diminished 

And whatever they started the Gael Boys finished 

George Beirne he lorded it over óem all 

His focus was total, tôwas on the ball. 

 

Doyle stood his ground under every test 

And our confidence grew as we shook the net 

Our forwards were motoring, taking on their men 

The supporters more vocal made a mighty den. 

Gabby Kennedy stood out like a beacon of light 

And young Beirne so skilful, he was a delight. 

McGovern was quick with a delicate touch 

Now, ótwasnôt ñwill we winò, but by ñhow Much ?ò 

 

Tadhg Brosnan worked like never before 

When he opened his shoulders, did we have a go 

Emmett was sturdy and balanced and strong, 

When he won the ball did he take óem on. 

With fire and passion our captain took belts 

As he led from the front this great band of Celts 

His flaminô red hair marked him down a true Fenian 

We shout buiochas go deo, to the great Seán Callanan. 

 

The cavalcade assembled to make its way back 

For a great celebration and a bit of ould craic 

The village we shook with talk of great deeds 

As Farrell led home his dashing young steeds. 

As we turned the millennium our future is good 

And forward we go with the Blackhall Gaels Club 

Our motto is right, hard work never fails 

So three cheers for the Minors and ñUP BLACKHALL GAELSò. 
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Blackhall Gaels captain, John Callanan accepts the Delaney Cup from  

Benny Garland, Chairman Meath Minor Board. 

 



 12 

Graveside Oration  
 

Dia dhaoibh go léir. 

 

ñThe job I have here to-day while emotionally difficult for me there is no shortage of 

subject matter. It would take a greater man than me to do an adequate tribute and I would 

always see Fr. Harry as that é. and after his homily in the church when he said much of 

what I have to say and as he said when quoting Mick éé. maybe there is ñNuff saidò. 

The fact that I have prepared and will read my contribution not having the ability that 

Mick had of being able to amend and adjust at a moments notice é I will continueé.ò 

 

Michael, Mick, Micheál O Laighléis / Lillis was born in Lisaleen, Patrickswell, Co. 

Limerick almost 58 years ago. I have known him for near 40 years. The only issue I share 

with you all and Mickôs family is that it was not nearly long enough. 

 

This tribute to Mick is based on 4 Lôs:- Loving, Living, Learning and Legacy. 

Mickôs greatest love was Marie, C²ara, S²obhan and Rois²n, his mother Patsy, his late 

father Paddy and all the Lillis family. 

His love for his large number of great friends was very important to him and as late as 

last week his wish was in his own words ñkeep up the friendshipsò 

 

He also loved sport and in no order of priority he had huge affection for Limerick, Feakle 

(or ñFakelò as he would say himself), Blackhall Gaels, Patrickswell and Munster. He 

loved his native language and he would be so immensely proud of Seán OôCathainôs 

contribution tré gaeilge here today. 

In his formative years on the hurling field he would love to have been a Richie Bennis or 

a Leonard Enright. 

However like many of us that moved away from home he was often selected on a team 

more for the fact that he was born in a place with a huge hurling tradition such as 

Patrickswell é. rather than his ability. 

While he lacked for skill on the field his greatest contribution was in the administration 

of Gaelic Games. Among the highlights of this contribution was Fakelôs last Clare county 

senior hurling title and Blackhall Gaels first Meath senior football title é both stand 

testimony to this. 

 

The less said about golf the better. 

 

To Mick life was a celebration and he lived it to the fullest. He celebrated it with 

infectious enthusiasm. 

ñScaoil amach an boibil²nò or ñlet it ripò was his mantra. In the recent past this was 

exemplified when a friend after spending a weekend with him was asked é ñhow is 

Mick ? é. the reply was ñwell at 4am on Sunday morning he was dancing to his own 

singingò 

 

Mick always placed great importance on marking occasions be that sporting, be it 

cultural, or be it personal achievement. His ability to add to the special occasion with an 
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instantly composed song or poem was greatly enjoyed and was a key ingredient to any 

celebration. 

 

Living and celebrating with his family I enjoyed many times over the years. The most 

recent was following a famous Munster rugby victory seeing Mick and Cíara, father and 

daughter, having the craic to such a degree that his son-in-law Nathan commented é 

ñJoss é C²ara never behaves like this only when her father is aroundò. 

 

Mick was never a great singer é. but this never prevented him from giving a rendition 

from his large repertoire of ñCome all yeôsò be it in Lapland,  Finland a place he loved at 

minus 40 degrees or following Munster in Biarritz, France at plus 25 degrees. The 

temperature was always right and as he used to say ñUisce beatha tasted the same 

irrespective of where you areò. 

 

Living for Mick involved numerous adventure and is best described by a very close 

friend é ñwhen you are involved with Mike²n é. there is no escapingò 

 

Before the term ñlife long learningò was coined Mick was a man who embraced learning 

as a life long passion. His own self development was unselfishly transferred to others 

with great zeal and lasting benefits. His ability and contribution in managing change is a 

monument to both his professionalism and his visionary attributes.  

As a scribe he learned how to be very descriptive of his surroundings and experiences. 

Following a trip to Finland one of his last writings ñNo Eat Little Reindeerò describes a 

woodland scene and I quote é. ñfor indefinite periods we just sat there silently and 

enjoyed the peace and tranquillity é. if Heaven has better to offer I canôt wait to get 

thereò. 

 

It is impossible for me to describe Mickôs legacy é. however an effort must be made. 

 

¶ The wonderful family of Marie, Cíara, Síobhan and Roisín. 

¶ His role as head of the Lillis family of Lisaleen. 

¶ His influence on establishing everlasting friendships. 

¶ His contribution to Cumann Lúthchleas Gael. 

¶ His support and facilitation of other peopleôs difficulties. 

¶ His inspirational qualities. 

 

He liked his poetry and it is apt as I conclude to quote from possibly the worldôs greatest 

poet Shakespeare:- 

 

ñFear no more the frown oô the great 

Thou are past the tyrantôs stroke 

Care no more to clothe and eat 

To thee the reed is as the oak 

The sceptre, learning, physic, must 

All follow this and come to dustò 

 



 14 

Michael, Mick, Mich®al, OôLaighl®is é. Lillis éé. he loved éé. he lived éé he 

learned and he left a legacy that is truly immeasurable. 

 

He was an extraordinary man. 

 

A Mhicíl, a chara, go luífidh tú faoi shuaimhneas faoí talamh chaoin chneasta na Mí. 

 

Slán tamall. 

 

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh do anam dílís. 

 

This is a transcript of the graveside oration delivered by Joss Lowry. Joss was a life long 

friend of Miche§lôs, having joined Coillte on the same day. 

 

 
Micheál with Trevor Giles and Patsy Burke at a Presentation Night in Batterstown 

Clubrooms in 2004. 
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All Ireland  Féile Hurling Champions 2003 

 
On Saturday, 14th June 2003 club history was made when the Féile Hurling Panel 

defeated Lough Lene Gaels (Westmeath) at Cusack Park, Mullingar to capture Blackhall 

Gaels first All Ireland title. The final score was 2-6 to 1-2.  The team mentors were 

Jimmy Burke, J.J. Whitty and Peter Farrell. 

 
Back Row. (L-R); Donnacha Tobin, Kevin Coyle, Robert McGuinness,  

Ciaran Collins, James Delany, Martin Walker, Daniel Whitty (Capt.), Enda Kelly,  

John Kelly, Niall McCann. 

Front Row. (L-R); Colm Whitty, Brendan OôMalley, Enda Lynam, Stephen Morris, 

Thomas Meyler, Conor Delany, John OôMalley, Daniel Carty, Ronan Jennings,  

Dermot Carty, Kevin OôConnor. 

Seated: Phelim Tierney, David Farrell. 

 

Not Men, But Giants  

 

When we talk of sporting stories it brings heroes to our mind, 

Men like Mackey, Ring and Rackard or DJ Carey with skill sublime 

To hell with posh and Beckam, and other stars from oôer the seas 

Weôve a bunch can rival any, the boys from Blackhall Gaels 

With Richie Morris there to organise, the Mullallyôs to the fore 

Frank Broad said ñfeck that rain again Iôve a pitch to manicure.ò 
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And so the Féile started, our guests were from Tooreen 

We played a gripping game of hurling on a pitch of emerald green 

The scores were close, the tactics tight, but our scoring it was good 

We won by just two points that night, and it set us on the road 

Next day we faced our neighbours from St. Martinôs hurling club 

We won but just and then we beat the boys from County Louth. 

 

To Kilmessan next we travelled, for a semi-final test 

Our supporters came in numbers they had heard it on the text 

Ann Nestor chomping at the bit said I wonder can we do it 

Brian Sheridan said of course we can , those men are giants I know it. 

The ladies in their summer gear, the OôMalleyôs, Meylers, and Burkes 

The Delanyôs and the Kellyôs came to watch those boys at work. 

 

The ball was in  the game was on, the pulling it was fierce 

John Maye said ñnow weôre doinô all right and weôll turn with the breezeò. 

But the second half was tougher, as it flowed from end to end 

With just three minutes on the clock we had a two point lead. 

But then a goal from Delvin, John Keane said ñthatôs the devilò 

But then cool as a breeze John OôMalley struck and Gerry cheered ñweôre levelò. 

 

When the final whistle sounded, confusion did abound 

And different kinds of stories spread quickly through the ground 

Jimmy Burke was getting hoarser, as he shouted ñcatch your breathò 

ñWeôve another twenty minutes now, ñand weôll prove weôre the best 

Patsy said ñIôm leavin, cause Iôve a match to refereeò 

Deirdre Farrell said ñIôll change my plans and miss the bloody meal.ò 

 

And the mighty battle thundered on, the Gaels were always first 

Thomas Meyler set us cheering as he struck between the posts. 

Kevin Coyle was showing leadership on the ground and in the air 

We edged in front by three clear points, thank God weôre almost there 

But just when we were coasting, the ref. blew for a foul 

And Delvinôs own sharp-shooter sent it crashing for a goal. 

 

So at the end of extra time, the scores were locked together 

The officials huddled in a bunch and the crowd basked in great weather 

Ten minutes more of extra time was signalled for the pair 

J.J. Whitty shouted from the line ñI donôt think thatôs fairò 

ñBut weôll do itò said Peter Farrell, as Joe Breen pulled out his hair 

ñRemember if we win it weôve a final in Mullingarò. 
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Not men but giants the ad says, Robert McGuinness manned the goal 

John Kelly said weôll win it boys, now we must keep our cool 

And those who watched in shock and awe said, ótwill never be forgotten 

As our boys showed great passion in the semi-final in Kilmessan 

A glorious shot, the white flag raised a chorus  

At last the whistle sounded to declare Blackhall Gaels victorious. 

 

Tom Madden more ecstatic said ñthatôs the best Iôve ever seenò 

He congratulated David Farrell, and all the boys who graced the scene 

Jimmy Burke gave out the order, as he cherished what they fought for 

ñNo coke or fizzy drinks tonight let ye all stick to waterò 

Kevin OôConnor said he was very tired but Enda Kelly said donôt worry 

Weôre in the F®ile-final now and youôll be fitter by tomorrow. 

 

In the final of the Féile, ótwas played in Cusack Park 

The sky was blue, the sun it shone and we made an early mark 

Tommy Meyler and Ciaran Collins got scores that were supreme 

James Delany never faltered like a cat that found the cream. 

Colm Whitty and Enda Lynam kept us safely in the game 

Niall McCann and Dermot Carty pressed the advantage home. 

 

Like Cuchulainn was a hero in the dim and distant past 

When Daniel Whitty drove the ball out ótwas like  a rifle blast 

Our opponentôs strong-man stormed forward, they cheered his mighty work 

But they cheered too soon my young gorsoon for here comes Peter Burke 

Like a terrier in the tackle he is small but pound for pound 

Let no one tell you different heôs the best there is around. 

 

We are now All Ireland champions ótis the biggest prize you win 

We had Daniel Carty and Stephen Morris and Donnacha Tobin 

On the line Ronan Jennings, Phelim Tierney and Martin Walker 

In the crew Conor Delany and Brendan OôMalley made up the final two 

Those mighty boys are men apart their spirit never fails 

Lets hear the shout and keep it up ótis the Spirit of the Gaels . 
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GAA President Sean  OôCeallaigh presents Blackhall Gaels captain, Daniel Whitty with 

the Dr. Birch Trophy at Cusack Park, Mullingar. 
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Oráid Uaighe 
 

A Chairde Gaeil, Muintir Chill Chluana, Muintir Thobair Phádraig, Muintir Fhaochaille 

agus a chairde nach Gaeil iad. 

 

Ba mhaith liom comhbhrón a ghearradh ar son an Chlub seo, Gaeil Bhláth Gall, ar son 

Chumann Lúthchleas Gael uilig, agus ar son mhuintir an pharóiste anseo i gCill Chluana 

ar bhás Mhichíl Uí Laighléis lena mháthair Patsy, lena dheartháireacha is a dheirfiúracha 

agus go mór mhór lena bhean chéile Marie agus a thriúr iníonacha Ciara, Siobhán agus 

Róisín. 

 

When Mícheál wanted you to take on a task he would introduce it by saying "Come here, 

I'm going to give you a problem!"  Mícheál has posed a problem for me here today as I 

know it was his wish to have me speak as Gaeilge. By way of explanation, whenever we 

spoke on the phone the conversation would always begin as Gaeilge. Then if there was a 

bit of club business to be done or if either of us got into a little difficulty we would switch 

to Béarla and usually finish off as Gaeilge. I think that's what I'll do today. Some 

thoughts in Irish and if there's any difficulty a general gist in English. 

 

Conas is féidir cur síos ar Mhícheál Ó Laighléis? Tagann an focal Gaeilge "ildánach" 

chun chuimhne dom. Ní thugann an míniú Béarla "multi-talented" no "versatile" le fios 

dúinn in aon chor cé chomh "ildánach" agus a bhí Mícheál. Ba chathaoirleach é ach bhí 

sé i bhfad níos mó ná sin. Bhí sé ina cheannaire agus ina thaoiseach freisin. Bhí fís no 

ñvisionò aige. Fr.Harry Bohan has already referred to M²che§lôs sense of vision. He was a 

man who was comfortable where he was and who knew where he was going. 

 

Ba sc®ala² n· seancha² ®. We all remember M²che§l as a great storyteller. ñCome here 

and Iôll tell you a good oneò was a familiar refrain. But he was more than just a 

storyteller. Mícheál was a seancha². He understood the importance of ñseanchasò or the 

tradition from which we came and he kept that very much alive. 

 

Bhí Mícheál ina chathaoirleach ar an gclub seo, Gaeil Bhlath Gall, ar feadh 4 bliana ó 

2001 go 2004. Mar chathaoirleach bh² s® òd¼sl§nachò n· ñchallengingò. Leag s® amach 

plean cuimsitheach don chlub le 3 móraidhm: 

 

 1. An pháirc i gCill Chluana a thaoscadh agus a fheabhsú. Rinne sé sin. 

 2. Seomraí feistis den scoth agus áiseanna nua-aimseartha a thógáil i mBaile an 

Bhóthair. Ní amh§in go ndearna s® ® ach dô®irigh leis an t-airgead go léir a bhailiú nach 

mór agus íoc as an obair ag an am céanna. 

 3. Seomraí feistis nua a thógáil in gCill Chluana agus tá an obair sin cóir is a 

bheith déanta agus buíochas go háirithe ag dul le Pádraig De Búrca freisin. 

 

Mícheál loved poetry and I remember once talking with him about the Irish poet Máirtín 

Ó Direáin who was from Inis Mór on the Aran Islands. Ó Direáin was very much 

disillusioned with life in the civil service and life in the city/the east. He felt you would 

be remembered better on Aran. He wrote: 
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  Thóg an fear seo teach  

  Is an fear úd claí nó fál 

  A mhair ina dhiaidh  

  Is a choinnigh a chuimhne buan. 

 

  This man built a house 

  And that man a fence or wall 

  That lived after him  

  And kept his memory alive. 

 

Bhuel, beidh cuimhne ortsa, a Mhichíl. Beidh cuimhne ort gach uair a ritheann foireann 

peile, iománaíochta nó camógaíochta amach ar na háiseanna breátha atá again sa chlub 

agus sa pharóiste seo. 

 

Ba cheannaire ionspioráideach é, Mícheál. Ba liosta le lua na gaiscí go léir a bhuaigh an 

club le linn réim Mhichíl. Ach bhí sé thar a bheith bródúil as cúpla rud faoi leith: 

  

 Ar an 21ú Meán Fómhair 2003 tógadh an Keegan Cup - Curaí Sínsir Peile na Mí - 

go dtí an paróiste seo don chéad uair riamh. Scríobh sé féin ina dhiaidh sin gur chuir sé i 

gcuimhne dó Feakle i 1988 agus Tobar Pádraig i 1965. 

 

  I 2003 freisin buaigh an club an gradam Club na Bliana don dara huair. 

 

 Agus cé a dhéanfaidh dearmad ar Oíche Mór Ceiliúradh an Chlub nuair a bhí 

Uachtarán Chumann Lúthchleas Gael ag an am Seán Ó Ceallaigh i láthair. Chuir sé iontas 

ar Sheán cé chomh aontaithe is a bhí cúrsaí sa chlub go háirithe ó thaobh peil na bhfear 

agus peil na mban. Sa chaoi seo ba ñcheannr·da²ò  n· ñpioneerò ®, M²che§l Ó Laighléis. 

 

Mar chathaoirlech, dôaontaigh s® an club agus an par·iste mar aon mhuintir amh§in. 

ñPolitics is the art of the possibleò M²che§l often quoted but as Fr. Harry already pointed 

out Mícheal had the ability to make the impossible possible. Thuig sé thar aon rud eile an 

tabhacht a bhain le ñmuintreasò n· ñcommunityò. P® rud a bh² ar si¼l · Monster Draw 

don chlub nó don Community Centre go Golf Classic leag Mícheál an bhéim go raibh na 

daoine céanna ag obair ar son na tionscnimh agus in ba chóir dúinn uilig tacaíocht iomlán 

a thabhairt dóibh. 

 

Ba fhear mór ceoil, spraoi agus amhráin é Mícheál. Bhain sé an-taitneamh as oíche 

mhaith i gcomhluadar na gcomharsan nó i gcomhluadar na n-aoi speisialta mar Páidí Ó 

Sé, D J Carey nó John Mullane.The phrase "An Buachaill Beo" from the poem Bímse 

Buan comes to my mind. Mícheál was our "buchaill beo"/ our "lively boy"! I'm sure he 

appreciated the irony of how a "caoineadh" or song of lamentation has been adopted as a 

lively drinking song by the Munster rugby supporters. 

 

Táimid bailithe ar an lá breá brothallach brónach seo thart faoi uaigh Mhichíl i reilig 

Chill Cluana. 

I'll leave the last words to our own "file" or "poet".  
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"Not men but Giants" a thug sé ar an amhrán and he wrote these lines not to celebrate a 

famous adult victory but for the Under 14 Hurlers who won the Féile na nGael All 

Ireland in 2003. 

 

Not men but Giants 
 

When we talk of sporting stories  

It brings heroes to our mind 

Men like Mackey, Ring and Rackhard 

Or D J Carey with skill sublime 

To hell with Posh and Beckham 

And other stars from o'er the seas 

We've a bunch can rival any 

There the boys from Blackhall Gaels 

................ 

................. 

Those mighty boys are men apart 

Their spirit never fails 

Lets hear the shout and keep it up  

'Tis the Spirit of the Gaels! 

 

 

Mícheál Mór Ó Laighléis go raibh míle míle maith agat. 

        
 
This is a transcript of the graveside oration delivered by Se§n OôCath§in, Leas 

Cathaoirleach, Gaeil Bhlath Gall and close friend of Miche§lôs. 
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Micheál with Val Ledwith (Building Contractor) and Bruce Crehan (Club Secretary) at 

the signing of the contract for the refurbishment of Batterstown Clubrooms in Dec. 2002. 

Back Row (L-R), Paul McNulty, Joe Breen, Paul Redmond (Architect), Patsy Burke, 

Brendan Jennings. 
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Meath Senior Champions 2003 

 
On Sunday 21st September 2003, Blackhall Gaels won the Meath Senior Football 

Championship at Pairc Tailteann, Navan on a final score line of 2-9 to Simonstown Gaels 

1-9. The teamôs mentors were Leo Turley (coach) along with selectors, Declan Mahon 

and Vincent Nestor. 

 
Back Row. (L-R); Barry McKeon, Kevin Maye, Owen Creevey, Nigel Nestor,  

Fergal Glynn, Anthony Moyles, Robert Cox, Mark Ferris, John OôBrien, Paul Nestor, 

Tadhg Brosnan, Andrew Dalton, Mark Crampton, John Callanan, Tony Regan,  

Paul McNulty. 

Front Row. (L-R); Liam Rattigan, Liam OôDoherty, Noel OôHora, David Barker,  

George Beirne, Barry Moyles, Martin Whelan, Denis Beirne, Steven Nally (Capt.), 

Dermot OôBrien, Aidan Ferris, John Joyce, David Carty. 

 

Bringing it Home  

 
(Sung to the Air of Nancy Spain) 

 

As daylight peeped in through the curtain at the passing night time they did rise 

They trained in Kilcloon while hoping for the prize 

Ferris feeling awful said is that the rising sun or still the moon 

I dreamt weôd brought the Keegan trophy home. 

 

 


