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INTRODUCTION 

Eugene Ferris 

Joe Breen and his wife Teresa and daughters came to live in Kilcloon in 1989. Within a few 

years he had become a popular member of the community and made his contribution in many 

different ways. He soon became a member of Blackhall Gaels when it was formed in 1995 

and soon after he was a founding member of the Blackhall Gaels Ladies Club. The 

remarkable success of the BHG Ladies is well documented in the following pages. 

 

This book is a collection of articles written by neighbours and friends which we hope 

captures some of the many great memories we have of Joe. We are grateful to John Keane, 

Neil Brosnan, Catherine McCormack and Mary Shaughnessy who were the principal authors 

and to the many others who also contributed. 

 

We hope this collection of memories and photographs will help the family in their time of 

loss and will be a permanent recognition of his work for his beloved Blackhall Gaels 
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FROM KINAWLEY TO KILCLOON – GRAVESIDE ORATION 

John Keane 

I am privileged and honoured to be requested to speak today at Joe Breen’s funeral. It gives 

me a chance to repay, in some small way, the many many times I called on Joe for help and 

of course Joe was never found wanting. It’s Joe at work again. 

The shock at hearing of Joe’s passing last Friday pales into insignificance compared to the 

loss felt by Teresa, Denise, Sinead and Michelle along with Joe’s brothers and sisters James, 

Gerard, Carmel, Teresa and Bernadette. 

The 10th May was a significant day in Joe’s life as it was his birthday but he also shared this 

same birthday with his beloved sister, Mary, who sadly passed away three years ago after a 

very short illness. Joe was devastated by Mary’s death and we now feel the same. Both taken 

in their sixty-fifth year: too early; too short; too soon. 

Joe was born in 1954 and he came from farming stock. Bernadette reminded me that 1954 

was a Marian Year and informed me that Joe, like many another, was christened John Joseph 

Marian. There are a few around Kinawley who still call him John Joe but to us he was always 

Joe. 

Joe was 15 when his late father, Patrick, died and in that same year of 1969 Joe began his 

apprenticeship as a carpenter with a local man in Kinawley. The summer of ’69 was a 

fractious time in the North, as we know with recent commemorations, and Joe and his friends 

were naturally attracted to the ideals of the Civil Rights Movement and the protest marches. 

But James remembers Joe’s feet being kept firmly on the right path by his employer, Paddy 

Kelly, who with Fermanagh practicality said: “Boys, do ye want civil rights or do ye want 

wages!!” 

Joe completed his apprenticeship and at the age of 20 he moved to work in Dublin. Joe never 

had designs on becoming a city slicker. His roots remained firmly in Kinawley with regular 

trips home. But Joe played his part in promoting cross-border relations when he met and 

married Teresa Mitchell from Leitrim in 1979. As a city Dub what would I have in common 

with Joe? Apart from GAA, I think that the fact that I also married a Leitrim girl helped. 

Teresa hails from Drumreilly – the next parish to Jane’s Aughawillan. 

Joe and Teresa lived in Kilnamanagh for 10 years but as I said Joe’s heart was firmly rural. 

And in 1989 Joe returned somewhat to rural roots when he bought and refurbished a house, 

not in Kinawley, but in Kilcloon. He brought part of his borderlands to this part of county 

Meath and it is reflected in the name chosen for his family home “Drumcorra Villa” – Drum 

from Drumreilly in Leitrim and Corra from Corrameen, Joe’s townland in Kinawley. 

More importantly than the names, Joe brought the values that had been instilled in him in 

Kinawley to his new parish in Kilcloon. More than once over the last few days when people 

heard that I was to speak at Joe’s funeral I was told to make sure to say that Joe was “a great 

neighbour” and fitted in immediately into the lane and parish. I know that the family was 

greatly moved by the guard of honour that lined the lane in Kilgraigue as Joe’s remains were 

brought home from the Hermitage. 
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Because Joe was a “go to” man. Be it a neighbour or friend in need, a GAA or community 

event Joe was always at the heart of the practical work that needed to be done. The van and 

tools were always made available and put to good use. By the time I got to know Joe, having 

moved to Batterstown 25 years ago, he had teamed up with Jimmy Leddy and Mossie Flynn 

and there was nothing those boys couldn’t tackle. The “Three Amigos” if ever there were. 

Joe and Teresa, along with the girls, recently marked their 40th Wedding Anniversary and Joe 

also had another 40 year relationship. This of course was his work and business partnership 

with Larry Wynne. Once a friend of Joe’s always a friend and Joe and Larry built a very 

successful business over the forty years. 

Fermanagh and Kinawley remained always close to Joe’s heart. His frequent trips back home 

especially during the later years of his mother Molly’s long life – she died at 96 – kept him 

well informed on local news and events. Joe passed on the news to all and as one family 

member said: “Joe was the glue that kept the connections together”. The number of people 

from Kinawley and Leitrim who have attended the house, removal and today’s funeral bears 

witness to this and I know the family would like me to thank them all on their behalf. 

For family was mightily important to Joe as was his love of Fermanagh Football. He never 

missed his pilgrimages to Brewster Park or to wherever Fermanagh were playing. He 

particularly enjoyed the 2004 Championship when Fermanagh had a fine run in the qualifiers 

especially beating Meath by a point in Brewster Park in Round 2. As momentum gathered the 

cynical pundits were saying that Fermanagh couldn’t go much further. Half the county came 

from a religious persuasion not inclined to play Gaelic football, they expounded, and the 

other half was under water!! Joe’s faith never wavered and he enjoyed every minute of 

Fermanagh’s best run ever to reach an All-Ireland Semi-Final in Croke Park only to be beaten 

by Mayo – God help us – in a replay. 

And of course Joe’s love of the GAA and commitment to the cause massively benefited the 

parish of Kilcloon and Blackhall Gaels GAA Club. Joe served on the executive committee for 

many years and his soft-spoken diplomatic skills sounded out many a replacement for club 

chairman or team manager – you could depend on Joe. His contribution to the grounds 

committee was enormous in the planning and practical execution of the upgrades to pitch, 

dressing room, car-park and training facilities here in Kilcloon and he even ventured as far as 

Batterstown! He worked tirelessly in promoting the club Lotto although he loved telling how 

Patsy Burke could often deliver the lotto books by quietly entering through the sliding door 

of the house to place the books beside a sleeping Joe in his armchair while Teresa was asleep 

over on the couch!! 

Joe spent many years as part of the backup team for the Senior and Junior footballers but 

undoubtedly his lasting legacy to the club will be as a founding father of the Ladies Football 

section. How many times have we heard people say: “My girls wouldn’t be playing football 

only for Joe Breen”. Along with John Maye, Joe was responsible for developing Ladies 

Football and more importantly ensuring it was fully integrated into the club. This was noted 

and acknowledged by Sean Kelly, GAA President at the time when he attended our club 

dinner dance. Joe was at times and together Ladies Club Chairman, team mentor, selector, 

travel organizer, county board representative, umpire, executive committee member of Meath 

Ladies Gaelic Football Association – the list is not exhaustive. He delighted in achieving a 
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Junior B title in 2000; Junior A in 2001; becoming Intermediate in 2003 and Senior Finalists 

in 2004. 

And Joe loved to celebrate! He always laughed heartily in telling of a night of celebration in 

the Hatchet when, on walking in, he was greeted by a rendition of Dolly Parton’s song 

“Joelene” with the words changed to “Joe Breen; Joe Breen; Joe Breen; Joe Breeeen”!! 

Joe like myself and many of our generation found it hard to come to terms with the subtleties 

of social media and of Facebook in particular. Sinead and the girls never got him to 

understand the difference between “sharing”, “liking” and “friending” news and people 

online. But how could they? Friendship of neighbours and sharing whatever you could with 

them was a core value that Joe brought from Kinawley and planted it firmly here in the fertile 

plains of Meath. 

Joe understood the GAA as being one of the pillars which underpinned our community and 

he was equally as committed to the other pillars. We all saw his work at the church; the 

community centre and the Men’s Shed. Some people are comfortable being at the head of a 

club or committee – Joe wasn’t – he was the backbone. If our parish and community was a 

building site, the dreaded Health and Safety might be inclined to shut it down today.  One of 

our main planks in the scaffolding – Joe Breen – is gone. 

Joe bore his illness and final days with fortitude and faith. The words of the second reading 

couldn’t have been more appropriate: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith. Let us as a community support Teresa, Denise, Sinead and Michelle in the 

days, weeks and months ahead. 

To me, Joe was always in good humour; always smiling; a great talker who loved to call in 

for a chat – and a slice of apple tart! As one man said to me on Friday: “Having met Joe, he 

left you feeling better about yourself.” 

We pray that Joe is in a better place along with his father, Patrick; mother, Molly and his 

beloved sister, Mary. 

Joe, my faithful friend, as the beautiful old Irish prayer says:  

May you have a bed among the Saints. 

Joe, a chara dílis, leaba i measc na Naomh go raibh agat.  

Amen. 

 

The graveside eulogy for Joe delivered by John Keane in Kilcloon on Monday 26th August 2019. 
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Lifelong Gaels – Ann Nestor, Patsy Burke, John Maye and Joe 

 

John Maye, Joe, John Flaherty and Noel O’Donnell who succeeded Joe as Chairman of the 

BHG Ladies Football Club 



9 
 

THE KINAWLEY CONNECTION U-14 VISIT TO FERMANAGH 1995 

Niall Brosnan 

 

Joe Breen, on behalf of Brian Boru GAA Club, Kinawley, issued an invitation to the BHG’s 

U-14 panel to visit his native parish. Thus, on Saturday morning, 27th May 1995, 21 players, 

accompanied by four selectors – Michael Joyce, Patsy Callanan, Dessie O’Brien R.I.P and 

Niall Brosnan – boarded the bus that would ferry them across the Border, all the way to the 

charming village of Kinawley in Co. Fermanagh. A great sense of anticipation and adventure 

prevailed as we headed northwards into the unknown. For most of us, our knowledge of the 

North was limited to what we could glean from the RTÉ News as it portrayed the Troubles on 

our TV screens. As for the players, they were heading off on tour, carefree, and smug in the 

knowledge that they had purchased the greatest possible amount of jellies and bars that could 

be had for £1. 

On arrival, Kinawley Club officials extended a very hearty and warm welcome to all. They 

were genuinely thrilled as very few teams from the South crossed the Border during those 

dark days of the Troubles. Shortly afterwards, BHG and Kinawley treated us to a very 

sporting and entertaining game of football on Brian Boru’s fine grounds. Both teams gave it 

their all for the credit of their respective little villages. The club or parish being the basic unit 

of the organisation, Gaelic games are tribal by nature, tribal in the best sense of the word. 

One doesn’t want to leave the side down or be seen to be found wanting. It’s this pride of 

place that underpins our games and gives them their cutting edge. After the game, we enjoyed 

very warm hospitality and partook of refreshments in their impressive clubhouse. The host 

families then collected the players and, after evening Mass, both teams participated in a table 

quiz in Roche’s Pub. Though keenly contested, the quiz was a fun affair and enjoyed by all. 

Teams consisted of a table of four, two from BHG and two from Kinawley. That afforded 

both panels the opportunity to become better acquainted. After the quiz, the players chatted 

and joked among themselves for some time before returning to the host families for the night 

where they were made feel very much at home.    

No matter from where one hails, the GAA family is a very close-knit unit. We share a 

common inheritance that is at once local and universal. Joe was in his element and took 

particular pride in introducing us to some of the local characters. A great night’s craic of 

yarns and storytelling ensued as we mingled and conversed with the natives. Inevitably, the 

conversation turned towards football. Availing of the opportunity, the men from Kinawley 

quizzed us about the then current state of health of various county teams from the South. 

“Will Kerry ever again win the All-Ireland?” one of them earnestly inquired. Steeped in GAA 

lore, the locals recalled many former greats of the game, such as Peter McDermott, Joe 

Langan and Mick O’Connell, just to mention but a few. They vividly recounted the heroic 

exploits of these stars as if they had only just then witnessed them for themselves on the field 

of play. We had wandered far down memory lane by that stage and, would willingly have 

wandered further but that our jovial host reminded us that we had houses to go to. 

Next morning, the Kinawley club officials had arranged a tour of the local Marble Arch 

Caves where we were shown a video depicting the evolution and formation of the various 

cave-features to be seen there. On returning to Roche’s Pub, we were treated to a wholesome 
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lunch. As a memento of our cross-border visit, BHG mentors presented an inscribed plaque to 

Kinawley Chairman, Frank McManus. Having conveyed our gratitude to our kindly hosts, we 

bade farewell to all and headed south for Co. Meath. 

The benefits, both personal and social, of participating in Gaelic games are well documented. 

From the social point of view, our visit to Kinawley was an unqualified success. It was 

thoroughly enjoyable and new friendships were forged. One good turn deserves another. A 

return visit from the Brian Boru contingent was only a matter of time. On Saturday October 

7th that same year, a party of over 40 members, including 10 adults, from Kinawley visited 

Blackhall Gaels. It afforded our club the perfect opportunity to reciprocate the wonderful 

hospitality and warm welcome afforded to us in Kinawley. Friendships and acquaintances 

were renewed, thus highlighting the importance of the social aspect of the game.  

As it turned out, our visit to Kinawley proved to be very beneficial to BHG in two very 

unexpected ways. The BHG Club was founded in 1995. That same year our talented U-14 

football team was competing very successfully in the County League. Having convincingly 

won all their group games, they were drawn against O’Mahonys in the semi-final. The Navan 

side emerged victorious by two points. That defeat dented their confidence and shook their 

self-belief. The timely invitation to visit Kinawley would prove to be the magic potion that 

rekindled team spirit and restored self-belief. Just one short month later, on June 30th, BHG 

defeated Simonstown Gaels in the final of the U-14 County Championship. Thus, this group 

of players has the distinction of being the first team from the newly-amalgamated BHG Club 

to win a county title. Four years later, this panel of players went on to win the County 

Division One Minor Football Championship. The first decade of this century is rightly 

regarded as being a golden era for football in BHGs. That U-14 crop yielded a rich harvest of 

senior footballers who made a major contribution to that unprecedented success. Expert 

analysts will, no doubt, one day quantify their exact contribution. 

Joe was our link-man in Kinawley and without him our cross-border visit to Fermanagh 

would not have taken place. It proved to be an immense source of joy and satisfaction for 

him. That visit acted as a rite of passage and an initiation ceremony. Consequently, he was 

heard to say that for the first time he really felt that he was a fully-fledged, accepted, active 

member of Blackhall Gaels. The visit to Kinawley was the catalyst that totally immersed Joe 

in the workings of BHG. His dedication and commitment contributed to the success of every 

aspect of the club. His contribution to Ladies Football was immense. Though never seeking 

the limelight, he worked tirelessly as a member of the Executive and the Ground’s 

Committee for the betterment of the club. We in BHG owe him a huge debt of gratitude.  

With his passing, BHG lost one of its most active members, while many in the wider 

community lost a loyal and trusted friend. He will be sadly missed but his sterling service 

will bear fruit for many years to come. His legacy lives on. His memory will endure.  

Go ndéana Dia trócaire ar a anam. 
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Joe makes sure the Kinawley team and mentors are all aboard the bus as they depart from the 

Kilcloon Inn  

 

 

Kinawley mentors enjoying the visit to Kilcloon 
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JOE BREEN – THE QUINTESSENTIAL CLUB MAN 

 

Gerry Stenson (assisted by Michael Mullaly and Jimmy Leddy) 

 

I cannot recall exactly when I first met Joe Breen but we were no length in conversation 

when he zoned in on where I was from and established a link between us. Not because we 

were from two of the less successful GAA trophy laden counties. Not because it had recently 

become possible to travel by boat from the most southerly point of Leitrim to the most 

northerly point of Fermanagh. No, it was because his wife Teresa and I were from the same 

county. Teresa is from Drumreilly which produced some of our most outstanding club and 

county players in the last 50 years. Players like Frank, Jimmy and Gerry Houlihan, Pat 

Donoghue, John McKeon and Noel and Declan Maxwell. When Joe tossed those names at me 

I think he might have been testing my knowledge of my home county scene. As we were 

finishing our chat in which (by the way) I came to the conclusion that he knew more from 

Leitrim than I did, he said  “Are you any relation to the fella that owns the hardware shop on 

the Dromod Road out of Mohill?” “He’s my first cousin.” Joe had the full measure of me, the 

circle was closed and he was off.  

Joe Breen was a born volunteer and while we never actually discussed the topic of 

volunteering, I would imagine that he would not be able to get his head around the idea of 

people not setting time aside to help one’s community to make it a better place in which to 

live. Whether it was Text Alert, the Men’s Shed or most especially his beloved and adopted 

Blackhall Gaels, I never knew Joe not to have his hand up when help was needed.  

 

My first experience of Joe’s “what-can-I-do-to-help?” attitude, was at the P&L Cup 

tournaments in the late 90’s. This was a mini-league tournament for u-11 footballers which 

was run over the first 3 Sundays of May with semi-finals and finals on the last Friday of the 

month.  Joe and his comrade in arms Jimmy Leddy would have the pitches set out and the 

goals and nets in place either the day before the matches or certainly well in advance of the 

arrival of the eager beaver teams from St Peters & Pauls (Dunboyne), St Martins 

(Dunshaughlin and Drumree), Moynalvey and of course Blackhall Gaels and from North 

Kildare clubs such as Confey, St Marys’s of Leixlip, Kilcock and Maynooth or Ballina 

(Johnstown Bridge). 

 

Not satisfied with that contribution, the two lads would umpire or “do the line” in at least one 

game and they would never leave the ground until the goals had been taken down and the 

nets put away for the following week. It was the same for the Paddy McHugh Cup which was 

an internal football and hurling tournament for the u-9, 10 and 11 year olds of the club.  

 

Joe brought the same dedication to his involvement in the club’s ground committee activities. 

Any requirements for carpentry skills or tools, drilling or fixing, placing screeds for concrete, 

capping a wall or a multiplicity of other jobs, Joe was at hand with his own skills and tools in 

the long wheel base van. No job was too big, too small or too awkward, to tackle. 

 

Hail, rain or sunshine Joe would stand at the entrance to a seemingly innocuous game with a 

biscuit tin on a chair to collect at least enough for the referee’s fee. At championship games 

he was the first one you would meet outside the ground with the players and mentors passes. 

From making tea and providing refreshments for them after training he knew who was 

entitled to these passes. No job was too small.  
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Joe also served on the club committee for a number of years. He was not there to grab 

headlines or speaking time but he worked tirelessly, selflessly and in a quiet and low-key 

manner to bring about and support improvements to the club’s facilities and to the way the 

club conducted its business. He always urged caution in how money was being spent and 

highlighted the importance of getting value for money. From his experience of knocking on 

doors to sell tickets on wet autumn or winter nights he became very conscious of his 

responsibility to those who were contributing money to the club, through him. 

 

Joe got great satisfaction and enjoyment from being involved in the club but only when 

everyone was pulling in the same direction. He did everything he could to enable and foster 

that. He would get very uncomfortable when issues arose or when there was ‘background 

noise’ which he thought might impede the wellbeing of the club. He would endeavour 

(quietly and in the background) to promote ideas which might resolve such issues. He would 

only rest easy when these issues would have been dealt with fairly and the club was focussed 

on what it should have been doing all along.   

 

Joe Breen was the quintessential GAA club man whose selflessness and dedication is 

essential in every club and without the likes of which clubs cannot operate. 

Whether Joe had settled in Kinawley or Kinsale, in Drumreilly or in Downpatrick he would 

have been putting his shoulder to the community wheel. However, like so many in the area I 

consider that we were lucky that Joe and Teresa set up home in Kilcloon and that our 

community and club benefited so much from such a whole hearted volunteer living among 

us.   

 

I am glad to have known Joe and regret that he had to take his leave of us so soon. Rest in 

Peace Joe. None of us will ever forget your kind, gentle and giving nature or your sincere and 

meaningful contributions to both community and club.  

 

Finally and importantly, sincere thanks to both Michael Mullally and Jimmy Leddy for their 

assistance with this tribute to Joe. 
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Joe erecting the sponsors signs at Batterstown 
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Putting the final touches to the piers at Kilcloon Pitch  Joe, Frank Kiernan and Eugene Ferris 

(back to camera) 
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The signing of the contract for the renovation of the Batterstown clubhouse 

Back Row – Paul McNulty, Joe, Paul Redmond (Architect), Patsy Burke, Brendan Jennings 

Front Row Michéal O’Laighleis (RIP), Val Ledwith, Bruce Crehan 
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JOE BREEN – THE BLACKHALL GAELS LADIES FOOTBALL STORY 

Catherine McCormack (assisted by John Maye, Angie & Pam Fahy, Sarah O’Donnell, 

Jane Keane, Jane Burke) 
 
 

With four sisters and three daughters, Joe was always destined to be blessed amongst women. 

And so when the Blackhall Gaels ladies club was founded, Joe stepped seamlessly into the 

role of mentor to the ladies team alongside John Maye. His quiet, soft and personable 

approach ensured he was very well liked and respected by all.  

John and Joe were a winning combination and their personalities, interest in the game and the 

well-being of the team, contributed hugely to our success. John Maye spoke of how reliable 

Joe was to work with, the great fun they had and the lasting friendship they shared. They had 

a lot in common especially when it came to supporting their home counties in football. And 

most Sundays they shared a text or phone call discussing the latest highs and lows. 

Joe was tireless in his efforts to make the team a success. He was out every night of the week 

at meetings, training and organising fundraisers. I think we can all recall Joe, walking the 

side-lines with his phone in hand. But before the advent of mobile phones and what’s app 

groups, Angie Fahy who was the first ladies’ secretary remembers fondly every evening at 6 

o’clock when she would arrive home from work the landline would ring and it would be Joe 

Breen. They would arrange the fixture of the week and the training and divide up the duties 

and the team list to ring around to see who was available.   

 

He cajoled & encouraged as many girls as possible to join. His powers of persuasion were so 

great, that when Pam Fahy arrived up to the pitch to watch a match (Angie was playing in) 

with her dog in toe, she was recruited by Joe as we were short numbers. Joe was left holding 

Pam’s dog (and trying to keep him quiet!) for the rest of the game.. 😁 

 

 

Nothing was ever a problem for Joe and he was always optimistic about the team. In the early 

days the scores were low but Joe always kept the spirits high. His optimism and laugh kept us 

all upbeat. 

There was an evening when Joe couldn’t attend the County Board meeting and so he sent 

Denise and Angie as club representatives. At this stage we were in Junior A, but not winning 

matches. At this particular meeting they were trying to see if they could get a few teams to 

move down to the Junior B competition. Denise and Angie spoke and decided that Blackhall 

Gael’s should. The whole executive looked at them and said ‘Oh girls are you sure? What 

would Joe Breen say?’. Anyway, it was decided, BHG were going to be in Junior B.  Joe was 

not one bit impressed, he was like ‘Girls, I sent ye to one meeting and we are going down a 

division’.  Angie said ‘sometimes Joe you have to take a step back to go one step ahead. We 

will be fine Joe onwards and upwards’. Needless to say he never missed another county board 

meeting! 

 

Transport was never an issue for the team in the early days; Joe would squeeze in the 

Kilcloon girls into his van and John would pack as many Batterstown girls into his and they 

would head off down the road. Sure who needed seats when you had tool boxes to sit on! 

 

It never ceased to amaze Joe and John how much us ladies liked to chat! Pam remembers one 

training session, it must have been early in the year because it was dark and Joe made us do 

laps, loads of laps, we kept giving out to him and he just stayed calm and told us to keep 



18 
 

running and that if we were able to talk and give out, we should be able to run. Think we 

went on to win that year. . .  we were so fit after all our running.  

 

Joe Breen was a powerful recruiter! Jane Keane met Joe at a Blackhall dinner dance and no 

sooner had she mentioned that she had played football in her home county of Leitrim, he had 

her recruited as the new secretary. He soon planned a trip to Aughawillian county Leitrim, 

Jane Keane’s home club, for a friendly match. This was the first of many trips the team 

enjoyed under John and Joe, travelling to Nenagh and taking part in the Brian Mc Eniff 

tournament in Bundoran for two years.  

 

 

The passion, interest and commitment for the game soon bred success, and in the year 2000 

we won the Junior B title, the following year we won the Junior A title. In 2003 we won the 

Intermediate title and we were Senior Finalists in 2004. We had great support and enjoyed 

wonderful celebrations doing our tour of the local hotspots; Keanes, The Hatchet and 

Caffreys with renditions of ‘There’s only one Joe Breen’ and the famous Dolly Parton’s song 

Joe Leen changed to ‘Joe Breen, Joe Breen’.  There was great spirit and camaraderie in the 

team, we took great pride in wearing the Blackhall Gaels jersey and formed lasting 

friendships and this all came from two great leaders who we were privileged to play under.  

While Joe always enjoyed a good win, a big final day and the wonderful celebrations that 

followed, winning wasn’t everything to him, he always just wanted us to do our best and 

enjoy it, and was so full of encouragement.  

 

 

Joe was a great man for the woolly hats, the hat always seemed to be standing up high on his 

head!! He was ahead of the current fashion trend and always sported a beard. He tended to 

volunteer for the umpiring jobs at games. Maybe it was the influence of being surrounded by 

women at home and being in the thick of women in the ladies football, he loved the natter! 

He would have the full run down at the end of the match of the news from Summerhill, 

Moynalvey, Skryne or wherever it was Blackhall or Meath were playing that day. 

 

Joe liked to do things right and by the book. Angie recalls one night when Emma and herself 

were in the Hatchet and the lotto draw was taking place. They were using the little bingo 

balls. Emma asked Joe if she could have a go at rolling it and calling the numbers. So Emma 

rolled it and the ball rolled out and bounced off the table and onto the floor. Emma and Angie 

erupted in laughter, but Joe and Patsy Burke weren’t seeing the humour in this, and said that 

the ball must be found, Emma said ‘sure just roll another one’, but they couldn't agree to that, 

so all four were on their hands and knees searching for this ball for the next thirty minutes! 

 

 

Even after Joe finished his ten year tenure in management, there was rarely a match, meeting 

or even a training session where Joe did not make an appearance, always supporting and 

encouraging and happy to have a chat. He was a huge support to all the managers that 

followed, quietly there in the background, always lending a hand, doing umpire, offering 

support, all of the mentors considered him to be a great friend.  

 

Joe’s contribution to Meath Ladies GAA extended far and wide, he was a longstanding 

member of the county board, the fixtures committee, the disciplinary committee and the 

county board executive and he was involved with the management of the Junior and Senior 

Ladies County team for a time too.  Joe was well respected and well known on the Ladies 
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GAA circuit by both players and mentors alike, and whatever part of the county we travelled 

to, we were warmly welcomed and somebody was always standing by to have a chat with 

Joe. We were so proud of Joe, when the county board honoured him and all his tireless work 

with their most prestigious award; the hall of fame award and naming the Senior County Cup,  

‘The Joe Breen Cup’. 

 

It will be when the new season commences that Joe’s absence will be most sorely felt by the 

Blackhall Gael’s ladies; absent from the side-line to cheer us on, no umpire in sight, no one 

standing by for a quiet chat before training. Although absent in body, Joe will always be 

present in our hearts and we will cherish our memories; us Gael’s will never forget all that he 

did for the club, the gentleman he was, the friendship we shared. Hopefully his presence, 

from above will comfort us and drive on the Gael’s to lift the ‘Joe Breen Cup’ someday! 

 

Compiled by Catherine Mc Cormack, with contributions from John Maye, Angie & Pam 

Fahy, Sarah O’Donnell, Jane Keane, Jane Burke 

 

 
Donegal Trip 

Back: Joe Breen, Caroline Griffin, Martina Maye, Caroline Maye, Una Burke, Leona Nestor, 

Catherine McCormack, Kate Murphy, Fran Nolan, John Maye. 

Front: Yvonne Brady, Siobhan Sweeney, Emer Nolan, Sarah O’Donnell, Jane Burke, Paula 

Dunne 
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Joe and John Maye selecting the team and writing the team sheet with a little help from 

another great Gael – Patsy Burke 

 

Intermediate Champions 2003 Against Boardsmill in Simonstown. 

 
Back: Joe Breen, Jane Kingham, Lorna Gannon, Catherine McCormack, Maria Farrell, Catriona 

Tobin, Yvonne Brady, Suzanne McCormack, Paula Dunne, Una Burke, Leona Nestor, Martina Maye, 

Claire Burke, Jan Louise Kirwan 

Front: Michelle Breen, Caroline Maye, Fran Nolan, Angela Fahy, Sarah O’Donnell, Caroline Griffin, 

Kate Murphy, Emma Fahy, Jane Burke, Pamela Fahy, Clara Monahan, Niamh Gorman 
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JOE BREEN MEMORIAL CUP 

Blackhall Gaels Ladies v Men Sunday 29th September 2019 

In recognition of Joe Breen’s immense contribution to both the male and female sides of 

BHG, it was entirely appropriate that the Joe Breen Cup was a game between the men and 

women of the club. The sun shone brightly on Kilcloon pitch for the event which was very 

well attended by young and old members of the club. Over sixty players of all ages from 

teenagers to a few in their fifties. The large numbers are a reflection of the work done by 

Brian McDonald who organized the match. 

Before the game the Joe Breen Cup was handed over to the Breen family by club chairman 

Eugene Ferris. 

 

With the redoubtable Richard Morris in charge of the whistle, the game got underway. The 

game pitted a father against daughters, brother against sister. It also featured a couple of 

players from the Keegan Cup winning team of 2003 as well as many girls from the 

Championship winning teams of the noughties. The men dominated the early exchanges. At 

half time matters were evened up as the ladies were supplemented by a few energetic males 

and an overall numeric advantage. With further help from an unusually not too objective 

referee the ladies eventually gained control and emerged as narrow winners. 

 

 
Teresa Breen presenting the Joe Breen Memorial Cup the winning captain Niamh Keane 
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Ladies 

Sarah O’ Keane, Una Burke, Niamh Keane, Aileen Coyle, Rose O’Donnell, Lorraine 

Devaney, Leah Hartigan, Claire Burke, Catriona Tobin, Caroline Maye, Aimee Byrne, 

Rachael Mallon, Barbara Tobin.  

Pamela Fahy, Brenda Mallon, Fran Nolan, Amy Nicholson, Clair Joyce, Emer Keane, 

Hannah Prendergast, Roisin, Louise Pearl, Abbie Flynn, Sarah O’Donnell, Leona Nestor 

 

Not in photograph: Lisa Kelly, Suzanne Kelly, Sabrina Kelly, Aoibhe Dolan, Aishling 

Keane, Denise Breen, Katie Penrose, Roisin O’Connor 

 

 

 



23 
 

 
Back Row: Brian Byrne, Aoibhinn Byrne, Brenda Mallon, Jeremy Staunton, Charlie Barker, 

David Lambert, Stephen Traynor, Andrew Kelly, Jim Ruddy, Robert Jennings, Brendan 

Jennings, Robert Cox, Tom O’Connor, Peter Mallon, Kieran Devaney, Mick Neville, Liam 

Keane 

 

Front Row: Colin Byrne, Trevor Melville, Mark Crampton, Barry Prendergast, Cian Lynch, 

Martin Hennessy, John Fitzgerald, Brian McDonald, Bruce Crehan, John Morris 

 

Not in photography: James Ruddy, Ciaran Burke 

 

 

After the game players and supporters enjoyed a barbecue which was organized by Brian 

Byrne.  
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Members of the Breen Family enjoying the day 
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MEATH LADIES FOOTBALL TRIBUTE TO JOE BREEN 

Mary Shaughnessy 

 

I feel very privileged to have been asked to speak tonight about a man who won the hearts of 

all who had the pleasure of meeting him. He was a man who, when you mentioned his name, 

the first word that rolled off everyone’s tongue was ‘gentleman’.  

Tonight, Meath Ladies Executive, County Board, players and supporters want to honour this 

gentleman with our association’s most prestigious award. The award that recognises 

outstanding individuals, who through their exceptional work and achievements have made a 

significant contribution and a profound difference to those they serve. This of course is the 

Hall Of Fame Award and is being awarded posthumously to the much loved and sorely 

missed, Joe Breen, late of Blackhall Gaels. 

Joe was a proud Fermanagh man, who like so many, moved to Dublin for work at the age of 

20. But being a country man at heart Joe wanted to return to a rural way of life and Kilcloon 

in Co. Meath struck gold when Joe bought a house and set up home there in 1989. 

It wasn’t long before Joe got involved in the local GAA Club in Blackhall Gaels, and spent a 

number of years as part of the back-up team with their Senior and Junior Footballers. 

However, Joe’s lasting legacy to the club will be as a founding father of the Ladies section 

which was formed in 1995.  

In the years that followed, Joe worked tirelessly as a team mentor, a selector, a travel 

organiser, a committee member and chairperson. Joe along with John Maye and Jane Keane 

led Blackhall Ladies to a Junior B title in the year 2000, they went on to win the Junior A title 

in 2001. 

By 2003 they were Intermediate Champions and in 2004 they reached the final of the Senior 

Championship. This is an incredible record of achievement by anyone’s standard.  

But Meath Ladies also struck lucky as Joe wasted no time in getting involved with our 

County Board. Records show that Joe has served on County Committees since 1996 and went 

on to be an active member of the Executive.  

Joe’s wisdom and pleasant personality meant that he was a popular and valuable member of 

the many committees on which he served. These included an Investigating Committee, 

Fixture’s Committee, Finance Committee but he will probably be best remembered for his 

service on the Disciplinary Committee which he chaired for many years. Joe ‘s people skills 

ensured that all those attending Disciplinary Hearings knew they were being listened to and 

being treated with fairness and respect.  

County committees were not the only beneficiaries of Joe’s exceptional skill set as Joe went 

on to be involved with the management of county teams, both Junior and Senior. His 

involvement is remembered fondly by the many players, who recall a smiling gentleman, 

with time to chat, wearing a woolly hat that sat just a tad too high on his head.  

In an attempt to do justice to Joe’s memory and his contribution to Meath Ladies, I set to 

work gathering facts about Joe’s achievements. I went through minutes of meetings taken 
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during the nineties and noughties and I spoke to many people who knew Joe well and had 

worked with him in various capacities. But the more I read, the more I realised that his legacy 

is not just about the facts of his specific achievements even though they were many. No, Joe’s 

real legacy was in the essence of the man, the values and attitudes he brought to Ladies 

Football both in Blackhall Gaels and Meath County. And the evidence for this was found, not 

so much in the written records of events, but in the words of all those who spoke to me about 

Joe with such respect and warm affection. 

Joe showed how us how hard work could be done in a fun and pleasant manner. He showed 

us how time and commitment could be given generously and graciously. He showed us how 

difficult decisions could be made with kindness and respect. At times when there were people 

who found problems for every solution, Joe was only interested in finding solutions to the 

problem. He had no hidden agendas, just an honest love for the game, a true sense of fair play 

and a genuine interest in people.  

Joe was also a very sociable character and loved a good night out. His good friend John 

Keane in his eulogy referred to Joe’s delight at a night of celebration when on walking in to 

the room, he was greeted by a rendition of Dolly Parton’s song ‘Jolene’ with the words 

changed to Joe Breen, Joe Breen….. 

Another celebration enjoyed by Joe recently was his 40th wedding Anniversary to Theresa. 

I have no doubt that Joe would thoroughly enjoy this celebration here tonight in the company 

of his family and many, many friends, and on behalf of Meath Ladies County Board I would 

like to thank Joe’s family for joining us here tonight; his lovely wife Theresa, his 3 beautiful 

daughters, Denise, Sinéad and Michelle, his brothers James and Gerard and his sisters 

Carmel, Teresa and Bernadette. It is right and fitting that you are all here tonight on this 

special occasion as I know that there was nothing Joe enjoyed more than holidaying and 

socialising with you all. 

Family was always Joe’s first priority and we saw this when Joe stepped away from his 

County Board activities to help look after his elderly mother in Fermanagh just a few short 

years ago. 

I would also like to welcome all those from Blackhall Gaels who have joined us here tonight 

to pay tribute to Joe.  

In addition to being inducted into the Hall of Fame, Joe will be remembered in a special way 

every year at our Senior Championship Final, as going forward our Senior Champions will be 

presented with this magnificent piece of silverware, the ‘Joe Breen’ Cup. 

And although Joe can’t be with us in body I am certain he is here with us in spirit, watching 

down on proceedings with his arms folded, … a smile on his face,  … probably a little 

embarrassed at being the centre of attention, but looking forward to a good night. 

So it gives me great pleasure to call on Theresa, Denise, Sinéad and Michelle to come up and 

accept the Hall of Fame award which we in Meath Ladies are honoured to present in the fond 

memory of the very special gentleman that was Joe Breen. 

 

Slides used by Mary O’Shaughnessy 
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The Blackhall Gaels Dinner Dance 2003 in the Johnstown House Hotel – John Maye, Sean 

Kelly Uachtarán Cumann Luighcleas Gael, Joe 

 


